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THE 


THIR D PART 
Naked Truth : 


Some ſerious Conſiderations, that areof High Concern to 
the Ruling Clergy of England, Scotland, or any other 
Proteſtant Nation. 


AND ALSO 


A Diſcovery of the Excellency of the Proteſtant Religion as it 
ſtands in Oppoſition to Papiſtical Deluſions. 


Being a Repreſentation of what is the trae GLOR Y 
of Proteſtants, and 


WHAT ARE 


The Baſe, Contemptible and Ridiculous Principles, on 
which thoſe that are called Roman Catholicks do build, 
as upon the Sand. | 


Being very neceſlary for all Proteſtant Families in this preſenr 
Jun&ure of time. 


2 Thefl. 2. 8, 9, 10, 11. 


his Mouth, and ſhall deſtroy with the Brightneſs of his Coming ; even him whoſe 
Coming is after the working of Satan, with all Power, and Signs and lying Won- 
ders, and with all deceivablenefs of Unrighteouſneſs in them that periſh ; becauſe 


they received not the TOVE of Truth that they might be ſaved, and 


For this Cauſe God fhall ſend them ſtrong 
Deluſrons that they ſhould believe a L YE. 
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Pater-Noſter-Row, MDCLXXAXl. 


And that wicked ſhall be revealed whom the Lord ſhall conſume with the Spirit of | 


| 
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Friend of the Author. 


Hough Falſhood and Errors have need of a Veil or a Vizard to bide the 
naked Face of it, becauſe Falſhood When it appears im its own ( olpurs it 
is a very unpleaſant and unlovely Objeft ; Vet on the contrary Truth ap- 

pears moſt lovely, and moit deſirable when the naked Face of it is moſt perſpicuous, 
when it appears without Veils or Vizards. 

In this enſuing Diſcourſe, Truth is ſo nakedly difcovered, (viz. thoſe parts of 
Truth here treated of ) as the Ingenious Readers will certainly be as much enas 
monred with the Beauty of it, as once they were with that worthy Diſcourſe that 
firſt appeared in this Nation, bearmg that name of Naked Truth, which now is 
ftiled The firft Part, (another Diſcourſe bearmg the Title of the Second Part of 
Naked Truth having been alſo ſome time ſmce publiſhed) for as in that firſt part of 
Naked Truth, great Lovelineſs did appear to all ingenious and un-intereſſed Pere 


ſons ; ſo aſſuredly this third part of Naked Truth, will inzage the Hearts of mas 


ny thouſands to it, that may have a view of it. 
And though ſome Perſons (whoſe Errors, and Evils, that fir$t part of Naked 
Truth did diſcover ) (at leſt by reflettion) were ſo impudent as to ſcribble againſ? it : 


yet what did they do in it, but lay open their own Shame and Folly to all men ? So 


that if they had been publickly known, they would have expoſed their Perſons 
as much to contempt and hiſſmg, as their dirty Papers were to Abborrency. | 
In this third part of Naked Truth, is a diſcovery of fome of thoſe parts of 
Trath, as were not treated of im the firſt Part, nor yet in that which is SHled the 
fecond part of Naked Truth, but in this Diſcourſe three things are performed. 
Firſt, The Naked Truth is ſo laid open with reference unto ſome things, which 
concern the Ruling (lergy of any Protetant Nation ; as will ingage the mot In- 
genious among the ſaid Clergy to return ſolemn thanks-givings to God for thi; 
third part of Naked Truth. 
Secondly, the Naked Truth is mage fo conſpicaous, with reference to that which 
if 


xs the true glory of Prote5tants m oppoſition to Popery, as hath never yet been done 
by any Pen. 

Thirdly, the Naked Truth is ſo, and in ſuch a manner diſþlayed, as the Filthis 
aſs and the Odioufneſs of the Scarlet-Whore is made ſo Patent, and Bare, as may 
tend to the opening of the Eyes of the Kings of the Earth, and of every ordinary 
and nitellizent Perſon, as may work in them a loathing, and a deteſtation of ber 
as Rev. 17. 16. 4s ſaid ſhall be wrought, 

And it may be hoped, that this -very Diſcourſe may prove to be ſuch a Mirror 
or Looking-Glaſs, to as many of that Scarlet Generation (that are related to the 
Scarlet-Whore, whoſe great thirſtneſs for Blood is ſo notoriouſly made manifeſt, both 
formerly and lately) as will but ove themſelves leave ſeriouſly to look upon their own 
odious Piftures, I ſay this Mirror may ſo diſcover to them, ſo much of their own 
Shame, as they never ſaw before, as poſſibly may work m.them a loathing of them- 
ſelves, and atrue Repentance of their evil Ways, which have not been good, accord- 
ing to Ezek. 36. 31. and may ingage them to joyn with Proteſtants to hate 
the Whore and to make her deſolate and naked, and to burn her with fare. 

For we have great ground to hope that the diſcoveries of naked Truth more and 
more, will tend to the inlightening of all Nations profeſſmg Chriſtianity, both Pros 
teftant and Papiitical, (for ſome Proteſtants have in ſome things erred alſo,) and 
to the Converſion of both from the Errors of their ways, and to the bringing of all 
diſſenting Parties to that ſincere Love one to another, and that true Peace one With 
another that becomes the Goſpel. Even to that perfett Unity of the Faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to which he hath determined to bring his Church in 
due time, (which time may be near even at the door.) To which all true Chriftians, 
(whatever their preſent Errors and Weakneſſes may be,) will m Smcerity ſay, A- 
men and Amen. 
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The Glory of 


PROLESLANTS> 


And the Shame of 


PAPISLIS. 


Aving for ſome time laboured and travelled with 
deſire of Soul, to bring forth thoſe things thar 
have been given to me, which may tend to Peace 
and Unity, I ſhall in this ſhort Diſcourſe only 
rouch at ſome few things in order thereunto. And 

the firſt thing that I ſhall humbly preſent to the Conſideration 
of the Proteſtant Churches, both at home and abroad is, That 
as the buſineſs of the Chriſtian Religion 1s now a thing not ca- 
pable to be ſeparated from an Afﬀair of State : ſo conlidered as 
fuch, it is far more diffculr for a Proteſtant Prince upon ſome ac- 
counts to govern it, than for a Popiſh Prince, and that for the 
following Reaſon : which diffculry when the Reaſon is conſi- 
dered, may eaſily be remedied,according to that Maxim, Take 
away the Cauſe and the Effect ceaſeth. 

The Reaſon or Cauſe of this difficulty, I ſhall here therefore 
endeavour to lay open, and to manifeſt with all plainneſs and 
clearne(s. I ſay therefore that the reaſon of this Difficulty is be- 
cauſe the Prince having the Character or Repute only of a Se- 
cular Authority, hath not that immediate Influence upon Re- 
ligion it ſelf, or upon Religious People, which the Clergy hath ; 
for as it is not to be expected that a Prince ſhould have that know- 
ledge, fo neither is it poſſible that he ſhould be any way ſo Con- 
verlant in, or lo attendant upon the Aﬀairs, Controverſies, and 
Dilputes which do relate to Religion, as the Clergy may. 

And by reaſon of this, Though a Prince may in other things 
have never {o great an ability of Judgment, 
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And though .he be never ſo Abſolute or Supreme ; Yet he is 
denicd the Right of this Judgment, as to the Matters of Religion, 
in regard that this is appropriated ſolcly to the Clergy. 

And the Clergy taking upon them che ſole right of [Judgment, 
in all Religious and all Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs, do by this means 
Wy. TLat their pgs alone is to be received by the Prince, when- 
ſoever Ut] wy ſee it reaſonable to deſire his Authority, to "_ and Aſſent 
to ſuch things im Religion, as they would have confirmed and afſented uns 
t9 ; 

And —_—_— they on the contrary, ſhall deſwe bis nulling and 
reprefſing ſuch things, as they properly diflike, and would have nulled and 

reprefſed by him. 

And iccing all ſuch Repreſentations, when at any time made 
by the C ergy Y, Are not only the caſter, but the looner gained by 
them, becaule of the cnrire truſt that i in the whole affair of Re- 
ligion, is generally committed to them, as to Perſons not only 
of ſuppoſed ſufficiency, but of ſuppoſed Conſcience and Inte- 
ority. And becauſe there can be no third party therefore, that 
hath a power to examine the things propounded by them, or to 
ſift into the grounds or reaſons of them. 

They are the more eajic to be gained alſo, becauſe of the 
Power and Influence which all prerences about Religion, do 
commonly and rationally carry with them, with reference to the 
puvlick Peace, and to the eſtabliſhment of Picty, and to the 
procuring both ot Profpcriry, and of bleſſing upon a Nation it 
felt. Which things being generally _ hended and belicved 
by all, to be the real Conſequences of Rel; 1910N; 

Nothing therefore can render a Prince more plauſible, or to 
ſpeak more properly, 

Nothing renders a Prince more naturally grateful, ro the 
hearts, or more inwardly awful and reverend to the mind and 
aflections of his people, than the Suppolition of his being Reli- 
gious or pious doth. 

And theretore all Propoſitions about Religion , having this 
advantage above all others of any kind w harſvever ; - no marvel if 
ney gain a more eaſte reception with any Government, than any 
omner Propotition can. 

Lipeciaily it offered by ſuch, who claim the main care and 
7 1arge of ail things which concern Rei ligion, and concern the 
weliare of , as well as they challenge the chiefeſt knowledge 
and judgment abour it For 
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For theſe reaſons therefore, and for the purchaſing and the 
conſerving ſuch a name among his people, as may "become a 
Prince that would juſtly be accounted Pious, and for the avoid- 
ing the Blemiſh and Imputation of the contrary, a Prince 1s oft- 
times induced through the inſtant requeſt and 1 importunity of the 
Clergy, both to dilpence with, and yield to ſuch things, which 
otherwiſe it duly examined, would neither be judged ſutable, 
nor perhaps conliftent with his Dignity, either to do or to grant. 

So that though it be a thing for thoſe reaſons very plain, That 
a Prince cannor in the affairs of Religion , eaſily decline the 
Judgment and Repreſentation of the Clergy : yet nothing is 
more certain than this, 

"Thar their Judgments and their Counſels prove ſometimes, 
not only impoliag bur very dangerous both "To his Government, 
To his Satery, "1'o his Honour, and to his Intereſt. 

And the more, becauſe as the riſe of their Advice doth often 
proceed, (it not for the moſt part) from thoſe Conſiderations 
and no other, wherein their own intereſt as a Clergy is parti- 
cularly , and ſometimes privately concerned : fo the end of 
their advice terminates many times, in nothing elſe beyond this. 

That due Care and juſt Conſideration, which 1s bur fit to be 
had to their Princes Intereſt, being either not ſo faithfully, or 
uprightly, or at leaſt nor fo circumipeRly minded by them as it 

1ght. 

For the Proof of which,we may appeal even to matter of Fact, 
there being, not one or two but rather too too many Precedents to 
be found, wherein the Advice which the Clergy hath given to 
Princes, hath been ſo precipitate and raſh, thar Princes to avoid 
thoſe milchietsrhat have followed from their Counſels,(and doubt- 
ing leſt other and farther inconveniences might infue upon them 
that might be worſe) have been forced ofr-times to re{cind their 


own Orders,though to the leſlenning of the Credit and Authori ry 


of their Chas ernment. 


Yea not only lo, but through the importuniry of the Clergy, 
and through the raſhnels and unſeaſonableneſs of their Counſels, 
it is not onc Prince, bur (everal Princes, that have been frequent- 
ly intang}ed, Either with Diviſions and Difſentions at home a- 
mong their own Sabjecs, or with quarrels abroad among their 
Neigh :bours, nor only to the diſquier of their Government, To 
the Ruins of many antient Families, To the ſhedding of much 
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innocent Blood, and to the waſte and conſumption of an extream 
Maſs of Trealures : but which is yet worſe, to the doing of all 
this without any Fruit, and to the giving over (at length) the 
very quarrel it ſelf, even for theſe very Realons, viz; 

Becauſe they faw they were miſled in it, and were able to ef: 
fect none of thoſe ends, which others propounded to them by 
ir, and which they propounded to themſelves, than which no- 
thing can render a Prince more unfortunate, to the eye of him- 
ſelf or of others : which unfortunateneſs by their ingaging in 
quarrels relating to Religion, hath neverthelels happened not 
only to Princes of ordinary , but to Princes of extraordinary 
Wildom, Courage, and Condutt. 

Wines the ill ſucceſs of Charles the Fitth, in his War upon the 
Princes of Germany. 

And of his Son Philip the Second of Spain, in his attempt upon 

the Netherlands. 

And wirnels allo three Kings of France, one after another. 

And witnels, what 1s not fit to be particularized, even thoſe 
things that happened athome even in our own Countrey ; which 
have drawn a Mourning-Veil upon the Records of our own times. 

And yet lo untraCtable have the Clergy been art ſome "Times, 
and in ſome Places or Countries, that if a Prince ſhall refuſe 
their Advice (though out of iudgment) or {hall oppoſe the un- 
reaſonablenels of their Counſels, though never ſo jultly, They 
do hereupon, not only meet and Herd among themlel ves, but 
partly by Preaching, partly by Writing, and partly by other 
ways of negotiating, they do Endeavour to gain to themlel ves, 
both the greateſt Perſons and the greateſt part of the Nation, 
even to prevent the effects of this Judgment, Prudence, and 
Moderation. 

And if theſe things we have now ſaid have any Weight or Truth at all in 
them, they will evidence the Dediions following to be as true and as 
cer tam, VIZ. 

| Thar the Aﬀair of Religion is of too aCtive a nature to lye 
wholly negle&ted, and unregarded by any Government. 

2 Thar none can have a principal hand in the Government of 
ic,but they muſt have the principal power and opportuniry through 
jt, TO al fect the people more than any other, either in the point 
of Obligation, or in the point of Neglect and Diſreſpect. 

2 That this muſt be much more true and certain in ſuch a 

Nauon, 
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Nation, where the Peoples Zeal and Aﬀections do run moſt 
ſtrongly of any to Religion, (as in thele Nations) thaa it is or 


. can be true, in any other Nations whatever. 


4 That whoever will weigh it, mult find the Clergy there- 
fore ſingly for this Reaſon, even becaule of their meer Calliag 
and Relation to Religion, to be conſiderable in every Nation 
both for Power and Intereſt. 

5 That though they dare not meerly becauſe of their Cal- 
ling, any way challenge an Order or Superiority abovethe Prince, 
nor can : Yer they are by conſequence always made Indepen- 
dent upon the Prince, and ſometimes abſolute over the Prince, 
when the Prince himlclt ſhall intirely, and without any check 
commit the Aﬀairs of the whole Church and Religion to them. 

Becauſe if they govern Religion well, and intirely according 
to the Peoples ſatisfaction, they mult unavoidably draw and in- 
gage the very Souls, Hearts and Conſciences of che People to 
them, and that by the firmeſt, ſtrongeſt, and moſt laſting Tye 
of any, which is that of their Minds, and Aﬀections, and of 
the Duty they owe unto God. 

If onthe contrary they Rulethe Aﬀair of Religion wholly and 
perfectly to the Diſgult, Opprefſion, or Bondage of the people, 
they mult of neceſſity as much dilgult che Government ; though 
not for it felt, yer becauſe of that abſolute Authority which ir 
maintains and upholds in the Clergy. 

6 "That the coramitcing the Aﬀairs of Religion and of the 
Church intircly to the Clergy withour any check ar all upon them, 
3s yet the more againlt the [ncereſt of the Prince,becauſe ir layerh 
an exprels Temptation upon them,to Govern both the Church and 
Religion ablolurely, and at their own Will, and conſequently 
ro govern Religion with mnch lels Care, Heed, Circumſpe&i- 
on, and Moderation, than otherwiie they would have done. 

7 While the Clergy govern the Aﬀairs of the Church and of 
Religion ablolutely, and by their own Will, without any Check 

vhatever upon them, "The Prince himſelt neither hath nor can 
have che leaſt ſecurity, that they will not Govern all things di- 
rely agrecable to their own Intereſt, and to their private and 
particular Concern, ler that Intereſt with the Means beſt to ef- 
fe ir, be never fo diſtinct, to the Intereſt of the Prince, or to 
the Inccre!t of the People; or never ſo deſtructive or contrary to 
Either. 
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8 Thar it it is leſs adviſeable for a Proteſtant Prince to commit 


. the Aﬀairs of the Church, and of Religion ablolutely and en- 
tirely to the Clergy, than it is for any other Prince. Becaule the 
Clergy are by this, without any Head art all over them, and 
without any Council whatever that is ſuperiour to them, ( which 
they are not under the Papiſts themſelves) and becauſe the Prince, 
mult by this means inevitably ſubject himſelf ro their Advice, 
and to the Effet of ir, let rhe Iſſue of it prove never ſo incon« 
venient or raſh to him, as is manifeſt from the Examples before 
mentioned. 

9. Thatir is the leſs adviſeable alſo for a Proteſtant Prince than 
for any- other Prince, Becaule it is not only againſt the Example 
of Holland, but againſt the Example of all the Proteſtant Prin- 
ces that were Inſtrumental in the firſt Reformation, and of moſt 
of their Succellors. 

10. Thar asit muſt be utterly againſt the Intereſt of a Prince 
to take part with the Clergy, when ruling of Religion wholly 
and perfectly to the diſguſt of the People : fo it muſt recommend 
him, nor olny to the Judgments, but to the Minds, Hearts and 
AﬀeQions of the People, even beyond what any thing elſe hath 
a power to do, it he ſhall pleaſe, more eſpecially at luch a time 
as that is, to oratifie them with the ſence of his own Care of 
them. And there cannor well be a greater Seaſon, and Oppor- 
runity pur into the hand of any Prince, either to Honour him- 
ſelf, or to oblige a People, and to oblige them to him in ſtrict- 
neſs by all Ties that are poſſible to be laid in Gratitude or Conſci- 
ence upon them ; Than for a Prince to cake the Afﬀeairs of Re- 
ligion, or of the Church, into his own hand at ſuch a time, as 
they have moſt milcarried in the hand of the Clergy. 

And to maniteſt to his people that it is his fixed reſolution, 

to defend that which is the Foundation of Proteſtantiſm, and 
which 1s the true glory of it, in oppolicion to the Popiſh Reli- 
gion, of which I ſhall now more particularly diſcourle. 

The Glory of the ProteStant Religion 1s, 

That by the bt a th there was a reſtoration of the Scrip- 
rures, in the Vulgar Tongue, as well to the common people 
as tO any others, and this was one main part of the Reformarti- 
on, if not the chieſelt of any that came by the Reformation ir 
felf, and it 1s the true glory of it, wichout which any thing elſe 
that came by the Reformation could have been but of little advan- 
210C tO Us. And 
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And if a Proteſtant Prince do aſſure his people, that he will 
maintain and defend this Principle, or Foundation of Prote- 
ſtantiſm , This will , and muſt firmly and ſtrongly ingage 
all the Hearts and Aﬀections of his Proteſtant Subje&ts unto 
him. 

But whether the Prince will defend and maintain this Princi- 
ple or not, yer it is unavoidable : That all Proteſtants as well in 
all other Nations beyond the Seas where any Proteſtants are as 
well as in theſe three Kingdoms,do irreliſtably cleave to this Prin- 
ciple, viz, That by the Refor mation the free uſe of the Scripture is res 


fored to all people, And this Principle being fixed in them, it hath 
theſe four following Effects. 


The firſt E fleet. 


t. That no man or men (that no party of the Clergy or any 
other) ſhall ever be able ro remove the influence, which the 
Divine Authority of the Scripture nauſt have, and cannot bur have, 
upon the Minds and Conſciences of the People profeſſing the 
Proteſtant Religion, as the Scriptures are acknowledged to be. 

The ONLY Word, the ALONE Rule of the mind of God unto his 
People. 

Nbis Character or Apprehenſion of the Dignity and Authority of 
the Scriptures, being ſo Eſſential to our Reformation it ſelf, that 
there is no Proteſtant can ſo much as doubt of it. Ir being that 
which is not only commonly taught in our Pulpits, but frequent- 
ly inculcated to us, while we are Children by our Parents, and 
by thoſe Maſters which take the Care of us while we are at 
School. 


The Second E feft. 


And ſecondly, this Principle of the Divine Authority of the Scrip- 
twes, being from our very Education thus firmly rooted in us, 
it muſt make the influence of ir to be equally as ſtrong, and e- 
qually as powerful upon the Conſciences of us, even as the Scrip- 
tures themſelves are, which is equal with the very Authority of God 
himſelf ; and eſpecially upon all ſuch as are religiouſly Educa- 
red and Bred : fo that there 1s no Obligation or Tye whatever, 
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which is capable to be laid upon men upon any ctvil,ourvward, or 
temporal Account, that is able to have any part of thar ſtrength, or 
influence upon them,as the Scriptures mult neceſlarily have upon, 
and over the generallicy of all Perfons in the Proteſtant Church : 
which is a ſecond Effect, which can never be removed by any 
Authority of man whatſoever. 

The ſtrength and prevalency of which Tye as made upon the 
Conſciences of all Perſons as Proteſtants, by or from the Scrip- 
ture, is yet the more conſiderable, becauſe whatever Worſhip, 
Service,or Religion we as Proteſtants do profels to give unto God, 
we profeſs it only from the Authority of the Scriptures themſelves, 
and from the Authority of them, as they are thus owned and 
profeſſed by the Proteſtant Church to be our Supreme : and 
( conſequently ) our immediate Tye in all that we believe, 
and jn all that we act as Proteſtants towards God which hath nor 
its Termination in, or its dependance lo much upon men, or up- 
on the Ruling Clergy, or upon the Church, as upon the Scrip- 
ture or Word of God ir lelt. 


IVe judging it lawful enough to forſake rhe Church, when 
we once judge the Church in woat it believes, or inwhat 
it _ or prattiſeth tyward God to have jo, aken his 
lord. 


And our Profeſſion or Religion being ri1us founded, I mean out 
of Conſcience purely to Gods Word ; Every man then, properly as a 
Proteſtant, it he be Sincere, doth as much believe that che Wor- 
ſhip (whatever it be that he profeſlech) is as truly agreeable to 
the Mind and Will of God,as is the very Scriprure it felt. And con- 
ſequently that he is as much to contend for the laid Worthip,as he 
is bound to contend for the Authority of the Scripture it ſelf : For 
theſe two being taken by him bur for one thing, (viz, the Truth 


and Aurhority of the Scripture, and the Truth and Autho- ' 


rity of whart he profeſleth,) conſequently the ſame Tye that binds 
him to the Scripture, muſt of necefſiry bind him to that Religion 
whatever it be, which he as a Proteſtant profefleth unro God. 
And conſequently if there be no Tye lo firm or fo ſtrong upon 
the Conſcience, as that of the Divine and Abſolute Authority of the 
Scripture is : There can beno Tye ſtronger than what Prote- 
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ftants as ſuch (and as Sincere) muſt neceſſatily have for the Re- 
ligion, whatever it be that they do reſpeRvely profeſs unto God. 


The Third Effe&. 


And Thirdly, This now being made clear and undoubted, 
viz, That the Tye and Obligation that every man hath to the 
Worſhip which he profeſleth unto God, properly as a Proteſtant 
lyeth in, and riſeth immediately from the Scriptures. And it 
being likewiſe cleared that the higheſt Tye which can poſlibly be 
laid upon the Conſcience of any man, is that proceeding | aan 
the Scriptures, as they are The ONLY Rule of God's md and 
Will to us. : 

It muſt neceſſarily follow, that if the Authority of men can 
neither remove the Uſe of the Scriptures themſelves, nor remove 
the Obligation which they have above all things upon the Con- 
ſciences of men, even from their very Education, as they are The 
only Rule pf God's Mind,then no Authority of man, can ever poſ- 
fibly remove the Obedience which men will always conceive 
themſelves obliged to give to the ſaid Word, in whatever it be 
they zpprehend it doth clearly command. Seeing this Obedi- 
ence/1s looked upon to be the ſame, (and no other) with an O- 
bedience given to God himſelf. | 

And if an Obedience given unto God, be in Conſcience alſo 
infinitely preferrable to any Obedience ro man, then muſt an 
Obligation ro the immediate Law and Will of God, be always 
preferrable to, and ſtronger than any Obligation whatever, to 
the Law or Command of men, which is a third unavoidable Effect | 
of it, | 


The Fourth Effe8. 


| And Fourthly, if the Law of the Church, or of the Ruling, 


Clergy, cannot in the matter of Worſhip any way compel or 
bind men to Obedience, farther or otherwile than as they appre- 
hend it to be agreeable to the wey God, or to the Law of his 
Word : Then neither can the Law of the Prince, or the Law of 
the Civil Government bind mens Conſciences, in the matter of 
Worſhip, further or otherwiſe than the Lay of the Church, viz; 
no otherwiſe, than as-the ſaid Law ſhall appear to them to be 
agreeable ro Gods Law, which is the Law of his Scripture or Word. 

D And 
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And conſequently it can never be avoided by any Proteſtant 


Prince, but his Authority as relating purely to things Civil, with 
the Efficacy of it, muſt ftand upon one Rule; 

And his Authority as relating to things of Divine Worſhip, 
with the Efficacy of it, muſt neceſſarily and unavoidably ſtand 
pon another. Rule. h 

And therefore that his Authority over his Subjects in the one, 
and in the other of theſe, muſt of neceſſity be diſtinguiſhed. 
Which is the fourth thing that we ſay cannor in any Proteſtane 
Government poſſibly be prevented. Thar theſe four things are 
the certain Effects, of that which is the Main part, or the Chief- 
eſt Privilege of any that came by the Reformation it ſelf before 
mentioned, may be further and more fully demonſtrated thus. 

For if no Law can poſſibly Eradicate that Notion, That there 
is a God ; Then noendeavour of man whatever, can hinder his 
being worſhipped, by ſuch ar leaſt as have a ſence of his being, 
and do verily believe that HE IS. 

Wherefore, if we are trained up from our Childhood, and 
trained up nor only as men, butas Proteſtants, firmly to believe 
that God will accept of no other Worſhip at all from us as 
Chriſtians, but what is agreeable to his Word. And if it be a 
thing continually inculcated to us even from our very Infancy, 

That it is m a Conformity to this Word alone, that all Relizion whatever 
doth conſiſt ; 

Then ir is not Reaſon only, but Experience it ſelf, which at- 
teſts it, That a man may as ſoon quit his Notion that there is a 
God, or be affraid to own it. 

- And may afloon quit the Notion that God is to be worthipped, 
or be affraid to own it. 

As he may quit or be affraid tro own (as he is a Proteſtant) 
this Notion, viz, That God is ſo only to be worſhipped,and no otherwiſe than 
he bath ſet down m his Word. 

And if this Notion then about his Word, as the only Rule of the 


Worſhip of God, be as firmly planted in us by our Education, as *' 


any Notion can be planted in us, that belongs to our nature as 
men : Ir muſt needs follow, that a Government may as well, 
and vvith as good ſucceſs, hope or propound to it ſelf by a Law, 


ro extinguiſh common Notions, as hope or propound to it felt 


by a Law, to extinguiſh among any Proteſtant Nation , the 
Notion of the neceſſity of Worthipping God according to his 
Word. And 
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Aud therefore if it berightly conſidered it will likewiſe ap- 


pear: That it muit be to bim that us truly educated as a 


Proteſtant, every way as grievous to be commanded by 
a Law to forſake Chriſtiamty it ſelf, as to be command- 
ed by a Law to forſake that Worſhip, which be as a Pro- 
teitant cannot but believe in his beart , ts alone agree- 


able to the Mind and Law of God, which i that Wor- 
ſhip that is givento God direfly conformable to bis Scrip- 
mre or Word. And of the Truth of this the Martyr 
in Queen Maries time are a competent Witneſs. 


And conſequently they that pretend to take another Meaſure 
of Proteſtantiſm, than according to- whart is thus firmly rooted 
in the hearts of men, both by their Education, and by the very 
Principles and DoGrine' of the Reformation; do ſeem bur to 
prevaricate only with the reformed Religion, and with the fixth 
Article of the Church. of England, and do if not in Words, yer 
in Actions ſeem manifeſtly to declare, that they neither really 
believe the Scriptures, or the Chriſtian Religion, or the Refor- 
mation to be of God. 

For if the whole of the Chriſtian Religion be contained in 
the Scripture, and in the Scripture alone, as the fixth Article of 
the Church of England doth both plainly and expreſly confeſs ir 
is : Then to make the rule of the Word to be our rule wholly 
as Chriſtians in the Worſhip of God, is ſo far from an Obſtencie, 
and ſo far from any thing of Humour or Superſtition, or Con- 


 ceitedneſs, that the contrary can be no way diſpenſable, and 


much leſs maintainable before God : and therefore there is nei- 
ther any part of Popery it felt, nor any thing of Idolatry, though 
never ſo grols, bur it may be as eafily impoſed upon, and as ea- 
hily entertained by a Proteſtant, as any worſhip may ; which he 
evidently ſeerh, or is ſufficiently perſwaded of in his Conſcience 
ro be againſt the Mind of God, or againſt the Rule of bis Word. 
Seeing it is This Rule that is the only Index of his Mind as to 
tis, and it 1s This Rule alone, to which all the Promiſes of God 
are intirely made, and all che Promiſes of God being made to 
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This Rule only, This Rule , and no other, muſt then as we 
are Chriſtians, be The alone Foundation both of all our hope, and 
of -all our truſt toward God. And muſt conſequently be the on- 
ly ground upon which we can as Chriſtians have any expeCta- 
tion of Salvation and Life. And therefore the whole Intereſt, 
and Concern of- our Souls, (at leaſt as we are Proteſtants) doth, 
and muſt ſtand entirely upon the ſaid Word, Which things if they 
cannot poſſibly any way be denyed, | 

Then the diſobeying of all ſuch Laws in the matter of Wor- 
ſhip, as are NOT agreeable to The Word of God, or which at 
leaſt appear not to be ſo, is a thing wholly inevitable, and is 
impoſſible to be avoided in a Proteſtant Government ; even as 
we are rational perſons, becaule there is a threefold reaſon that 
neceſlarily impels ir. 

Firſt as it hath irs riſe from that moſt forcible and indeleable 
CharaQter which is writ in the Minds of all men ; which is, That 
feeing GOD IS, HE ought to be worſhipped m ſome manner or another 
of neceſty. 

Secondly , as, it hath its riſe from that Charafer which hath 
equal force with the other in the Minds of us; as we are 
bred Proteſtants, viz, That God is no other way to be worſhipped, nor 
will accept of any other worſhip from us (as Chriſtians) but what is agree: 
able to bs Word. Which two Principles, ſeeing by vertue of our 
Education they make bur one indeed in our hearts, as we are 
Proteſtants they do and muſt conſtrain us afſoon ro-abandon all 
worſhip/it. felf unto God, as to abandon that worſhip which is 
properly agreeable ro his Word. Becaule lo far as we abanden 
this, we do abandon all Worſhip that is according to our Princi- 
ples as Proteſtants, -eirher acceptable with God, or agreeable ro 
the Mind of God. 

Wherefore if ro theſe rwo we ſhall add the third ground of its 
riſe, which is as certain alſo as either of the other, viz, That we neither 
have hope in God, nor any Promiſes made us by God further than as we obey 
him-in his Word,or further than as we worſhip him according tothe Rule of it. 

I fay theſe three things being now joyntly conſidered, and ſe- 
rioully weighed by us : what man 1s there, or what man can 
there be, who firmly believes that there is any ſuch thing as 
Salvation and Life, who will not run any hazard rather than 
forbear what he judgeth ro be the Worſhip of God ? or rather 
than he will obſerve ſuch a Worſhip unto God as he cannor bur 

know, 
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know, or cannot at leaſt bur verily believe to be contrary to his 
Mind, and contrary to the Rule of his Word. 

[f it be evil then, for any man to believe that God is indiſpen- 
ſibly ro be worſhipped ater ſome manner or another, or evil for 
a man to believe that there is no other rule of his Will or Mind 
to us as we are Chriſtians but his Word, and therefore no other 
Rule wherein his Worſhip is contained beſides his Word. 

Or if it be evil to expect that God will moſt truly, faithfully, 
and fully pertorm his Promiſes to us, it we ſhall ſerve him ac- 
cording to his Word, and not otherwile, 

l ſay if any of thele three things are evil, then it may be e- 
vil to diſobey any Law relating to the Worſhip of God though 
it be not agreeable to his Word. But if none of thele things be 
evil in themſelves, they can. never make any man evil who 
ſimply conforms to them,lI ſay not ſimply for his conformicy how 
ſtrictly or inrirely ſo ever it be. 

And therefore if thele three Principles are of ſuch a nature, 
as creates a neceſſity of our compliance with them, even as we 
are rational perlons, we mult either then remove the Principles 
themſelves, and the lawfulneſs of them, or we- muſt unavoi- 
dably ſuffer and permit their efficacy as lawful over men. For 
ro allow the Principles themſelves as good, and lawful, and as 
neceſſary and indiſpenſible in themſelves, and to diſallow never- 
cheleſs the Practice of them ; or to diſallow ſuch perſons as fol- 
low them and imbrace chem, and to account ſuch perſons to be 
only diſturbers, or to be men ſo evil and bad as that they are nor 
fit to be tolcrated in a Nation, even though no Crime beſides 
this be objected againſt them : Is either grofly to prevaricate 
with the ſaid Principles, and to make but a mock or ſport of 
them, or it is to do that which is abſolutely repugnant, abſurd, 
and contradictory in it ſelt : which is wholly againſt the Reaſon 
and Nature of a man as a man. 

For though it cannot be maintained, that all the Laws of 
men muſt or ought neceſlarily to ariſe out of the Laws of God, 
viz. either that of his Word, or that Law written in the heart of 
man, Yet it is maintained among all Chriſtian Governments 
whatever, 

That no Law of the Civil AAagiſtrate hath any power to ſuperſede 
any Law of God, whether it be that writ in the beart of man, or that 
writ in bis Word, and therefore it is univerſally agreed by all Go- 

vernments, 
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vernments, and cannot be denyed by any that profeſs Chriſtia- 
* Nity , That all humane Laws if they be imconſiſtent either with any of 
thoſe common Principles that are writ m our Nature, (Which are called the 
common Prmciples of Reaſon) or with any thing that is expreſly writ m the 
Word of God, They are null and void in themſelves. Becauſe they are 
azainit a prior or preceding Obligation, which all men as men have by Nas 
ture unto God, as unto their Supreme Lord and Creator. 

Wherefore in as much as it is clear, that all Laws which com- 
mand men to forbear that Worſhip, which they as Proteſtants 
do in their hearts judge, and believe ro be agreeable co the 
Mind, Will, and Word of God, or which commands them to 
conform to ſuch a Worſhip, as they judge according to their own 
Underſtandings (and connot but believe it) to be diſagreeable 
- the ſaid Mind, Will, and Word of God, are of this nature; 

at is, 

Firſt, they are ſuch Laws as have a manifeſt Inconſiſtency ei- 
ther with.the Law writ in the heart it ſelf, which is, That God 
is indiſpenſably to be worſhipped in ſome manner or another, 
Or, 

Secondly, they are ſuch Laws as have an Inconfiſtency with 
the Law writ in the Word of God, which is, That he will re- 
ward all ſuch as ſhall obey him according to the Rule which he 
hath given them in his ſaid Word, and will puniſh ſuch as ſhall do 
the contrary. Or, | 

Thirdly, they are ſuch Laws as have an Inconſhiltency with the 
Rule of the Reformation it ſelf, which is, that all Worſhip which 
is Chriſtian, and foxderal , is to be given to God according to the 
Scriptures , and: that whatever IS NOT read in the Scriptures, 
nor may be proved by the Scripture, IS NOT to be required of 
any man thar it ſhould be believed as an Article of Faith. Which 
are the very words of the ſixth Article of the Church of England, 
(and which Article it wounded, the reſt of the thirty nine Arti- 
cles muſt be wounded equally with it, ſeeing they are judged 
to be founded mainly upon it,) I do therefore with all humble- 
neſs ſay, that all ſuch Laws (in any Proteſtant Government 
whatever) which reſtrain ſuch a Worſhip as is agreeable to the 
Word of God, or is really believed ro be ſuch by them thar pra- 
Etiſe it, I ſay all ſuch Laws are entirely againſt that Prior Law or 
preceding Obligation, which men as men have by Nature indiſpenſa- 
bly unto God, as to their Immediate Creator and Lord, above 
any 
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any which they have or can have unto man, how lawfully ſoe- 
ver he may be the Superior of them. 

And conſequently, that all Non-obedience or Non-confor- 
mity to any of the ſaid Laws, though it be in a ſence voluntary, 
yer it is neither elective nor indeed truly or properly free, And 
therefore that ſuch Non-obedience is not any the leaſt breach of 
aftection, Nor any the leaſt forfeiture of a mans Duty to his 
Prince, or to the Government, Becauſe it is a Non-conformity or 
Difobedience that is abſolutely conſtrained, compelled, and of 
an inevitable and indiſpenſible nature in its ſelf, by reaſon of the 
Prior Law or of the preceding, and indiſpenſible Obligation which 
we have both as Men and as Chriſtians unto God ; And have 
above and beyond any Obligation that we have, or can have 
poſſibly to any perſon as the Prince or Superior of us. 

And all men that maintain the contrary, and that either out 
of a Luxury of Wir, or out of a Super-fctation of Vanity, In- 
folency, or Pride do ſeek to baffle this Argument, or to evade 
the force of it, from or under the prerence of the Capricioul- 
nels, Humourſomnels, and affeftation of Singularity that may be 
in ſome Perſons; may with as good Reaſon, and with as folid 
a Judgment make a meer Mock or Ridicule of all the Martyrs 
thar have ever been ſince the World ſtood, and may as well call 
Daniel, and the three Children, and all the Primitive Chriſtians, and 
the Apoſtles who ſuffered for God, and for the Teſtimony of his 
Word, and of Chriſt, Revel. 6. 9. Revel. 1. 9. menthat were 
only capricious, humourous, and perſons that did affect a Sin- 
gularity, as call all men fo at this Day, whoever they are that 
do not conform to the Laws Nationally made about Worſhip and 
Religion: 

For it their bare Allegation that all men that do not conform, 
are men only of humorous, and capricious Tempers, and men 
who meerly affect a Singularity and Diſturbance ; ſhall be taken 
for a ſufficient Evidence againſt them. 

By as juſt a Law, the Teſtimony of any Atheiſt, may as well 
be raken againſt all the Martyrs that ever were. And the Te- 
ſtimony of any common Perſon, may be taken againſt chem 
themſelves (that alledge this, ) that they are Atheiſts. Andif 
this laſt be not reaſonable, neither is the firft. For if anothers 
bare Allegarion is nor to be taken againſt them, nor ought to be 


allowed as an Evidence, So neither is their bare ſaying to be taken 
againlt ohers. | E 2 By 
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By all chat I have ſaid then, it will appear that there is a cleat 
difference, berween the Authority of a Prince in things Civil, 
and in things relating ro Worſhip and Religion. | 

For as a Princes Authority in things Civil is unqueſtionable, 
and enterferes with no Law of God whatever, and can have no 
prerence therefore to intrench upon the Conſcience, or upon any 
prior Obligation or Duty that a man owerh unto God, and as 
it muſt for all theſe Reaſons be neceſlarily and indiſpenſably o- 
beyed, and ſubmitted unto by all his Subjects ; 

So on the contrary, a Prince, elpecially as a Proteſtant can 
put out no Law about Divine Worſhip, bur his Subjects fo far 
as they are Proteſtants, are bound in Conſcience and by the ve- 
ry Principles of that Religion which they profeſs, nor only to 
Conſider it, But to Examine it, whether it be agreeable to the 
Word of God or not, and if it appear not to be ſuch (at leaſt 
according to the beſt of their Underſtandings, ) As they will 
have a Plea always not to ſubmit to it, by Reaſon it intrench- 
eth upon a Prior Obligation ; So this Plea cannot well with 
Juſtice be denyed them, it no Crime whatever in their Con- 
verſation can be proved againſt them. NOR can men in this 
Caſe be actually puniſhed, and proceeded againſt withour the 
Sence and Grief of that Wrong, or Oppreſſion that is maniteſt- 
ly done to them, and ſuffered by them, eſpecially ſceing their 
Non-conformity to the {aid Laws, proceeds nor as we aid, ei- 
ther from their Election or Liberty. Nor yet from any breach 
of Duty or Aﬀection to their Prince : Bur only from what appears 
rothem to be an Inevitable,or Indiſpenſable Neceſlity char arileth, 
and is occaſioned from their meer Profeſſion as they are of the 
Proteſtant Religion. To this end I ſhall therefore offer one 
Argument more which {hall be taken from, 


1 he Charafler of a Papiſt. 


The thing which doth Eflentially diſtinguiſh a Proteſtant from 

a Papiſt, more than any Note, Mark, or Chara&er whatever 
beſides, is, That a Papiſt by bis Principles as a Papiit may nor, and 
indeed cannot diſpute any Law whatever, relating to the Wor- 
{hip or Service of God, provided it be declared and eſtabliſhed 
by what he acknowledgeth to be the Church : Becaule he takes 
the Authority of the Church for the whole Argument, or for 
the 
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the only Foundatiori of all his Obedience unto God ; rather than 
the Divine Authority of the Scripture or Word. And becauſe 
he preſumerh the Church alſo to be a thing altogether Holy, 
and ſuch as neither hath Erred, nor can Err, for ſhould he que- 
ſtion this, he mult queſtion the whole of his Religion it ſelf : op- 
polite to which Character, we ſhall now conſider, 


T be Charatter of a Proteſtant. 


But the Proteſtant Church ori the other hand, having ſepara- 
ted from the Church of Rome, not only upon the Suppolition 
that ſhe hath aRually Erred; but that ſhe hath been grofly cor- 
rupted as well in Manners as in Faith. And the Proteſtant Church 
having for the berter Juſtification of her own Practice,both in the 
matter of Worſhip, and in all things relating to DoEtrine, and 
Faith, SET UP The Scriptures as the Sole and Soveraign Rule of 
Gods Mind and Will to bis Church : As ſhe cannot challenge the 
Exerciſe of any Authority therefore, that is beyond that of the 
Scripture ; or any that is not ſubordinate to the laid Scripture it 
ſelf : So it is expected thar all che Duties which ſhe requires, and 
all thoſe Articles or Points of Faith which the at any time re- 
commends, to ſuch as are the Members of her, ſhould always 
be enforced from thoſe Arguments properly, and only, which 
are drawn from the Scripture : Becauſe it is this, which ſhe her 
ſelf hath appealed unto , and this only which ſhe challengerh 
ro juſtifie her. | 

A Proteſtant then, that underſtands the Grounds of his Reli- 
ion, or that hath been ar all mſtruc&ted in the Riſe or Principles 
of the Reformation, raking this for the very firſt Article of his 
Faith ; That a Church may Err, and may have Corruption in it; 
and may in its Worſhip poſſibly ſwerve, and depart from the 
pire Mind, Word, and Wiſdom of God : And laying that no 
leſs firmly as che Foundation of his Belief on the other hand, 
viz. That the Scripture cannot Err, nor can be other than the un- 
alrerable, and incorruptible Rute of Gods Law, and of his 
Will and Mind to his People, he cannot poſſibly hold the Au- 
thoriry of the Church ro be Divine, any further or otherwiſe, 
than as it appears to be clearly grounded #pon the Scriptures as the Word 
of God. And therefore the Tye or Obligation which he hath 
to obey the Church, fo far as it relates ro the Conſcience, and 
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binds the Conſcience, ariſeth out of no other Ground, than from 
the Conformity which he ſeeth, or is perſwaded that the ſaid 
Church hath in her Laws, Orders and Doctrines to the faid 
Word, and if this Conformity doth or ſhall once ceaſe in the 
faid Church, a Proteſtant as a Proteſtant, cannot but judge his 
Tye or Obligation to her as a Church ought to ceale allo with 
it. 

And this being the true State of that Radical or Eſſential Dit- 
ference that is between the Principles of a Proteſtant, and the 
Principles of a Papiſt as a Papiſt, 


It will hence follow, 


That if a Church that profeſſerh her felt ro be Proteſtant 
(or the Ruling Clergy of a Proteſtant Church) ſhall not much 
conſider, or regard the juſtifying of what Laws, and Orders 
{he makes by the Conſonancy they exprelly have, to the Law 
or Mind of God in his Word, (which is his Rule to the Church) 
nor ſhall much concern it ſelf to clear, and inforce the Faith 
and Doctrine which ſhe holds, by the Evidence of its Truth, 
or by the Authority of it, as ſufficiently grounded upon that 
Word thar is abſolutely Divine : But ſhall on the contrary, in 
whatever ſhe Commands or in the things ſhe Teacheth, con- 
ſtrain or exact an Obedience from her Members to her ſelf, and 
to her own Authority as abſolute, and as unſubordinate to the 
Word of God, and therefore to her Authority as it is a diſtinct 
thing from the ſaid Word : That Church, (or the Clergy ra- 
ther, that are the Rulers of it) fo far as ſhe doth this in any 
Doctrine, or in any Law that ſhe makes indiſpenſable, doth fo far 
ceaſe in her Principles and Practice to be Proteſtant : and doth fo 
far diſclaim not only a main and chief Ground of her Separation 
from the Church of Rome ; but the very Principle it ſelf, upon 
which ſhe pretends to guide her ſelf, in her Reformation. 

For it cannot be denyed that theſe were the great, and the 
main Cauſes of our Separation from the Church of Rome, viz, 

Firſt, Becauſe ſhe had made her ſelf Abſolute, and had ſer 
up an Authority in the matters of Worſhip and Faith, above 
that of the Scriptures, as the only Word of God. And 

Secondly, Becauſe ſhe did not barely excommunicate men, but 
did allo perſecute them,and did deprive them both of their Eſtates, 

Liberries, 
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Liberties, and Lives upon a Priticiple as contrary to human®© 
Reaſon, as it was contrary to humane Society, and Quiet : viz; 
not for any evil in their Converſations, in their Morals, or in 
their Lives : But meerly for obeying what they lincerely judg- 
ed to be the Law, Mind, and Will of God. And meerly for 
believing that his whole Law, Will, and Mind to his Church 
as a Church, eſpecially relating to the Worſhip of himſelf, was 
contained in his Word, 

Thirdly, Becaule by this perſecution,as it was extended to the 
extreme Puniſhment of Perſons, both in their Liberties, and 
Goods, and ſometimes in their Lives, by ſtinking Priſons and 
want of Neceſlaries ; ſhe did unavoidably draw upon her ſelf 
the Guilt of mens Apoſtacy, Hypocrſie, and Diſſimulation, who 
durſt not but obey and comply with her Commands, meerly 
out of fear. And did as unavoidably draw upon her the Guilt 
of all that Suffering, Cruelty, and Blood whatever it were ſhe 
ſpilr, and did inflict upon thoſe perſons who withſtood her Com- 
mands, and who were otherwiſe in all things blameleſs, both 
as to their Morals, Lives, and Converſations. 

I ſay if it be matter of Fa&t, and that which cannot be de- 
nyed,that theſe three things, were ſome of the Main,and Principal 
Cauſes for which we ſeparated from the Church of Rome ; 
and for which our firſt Reformers themſelves called her Antichri- 
ſtian : and ſometimes Bloody,and ſometimes the Scarlet Whore* 
And if theſe three things, when at any time mentioned with 
reference to the Church of Reme, are ſtill acknowledged to be 
evil, and fo ſtiled to this day, fo far as it concerns her. Yea if 
theſe three things, are at this very preſent in our Controverhies 
with that Church, not only charged upon her, bur caſt in her 
reeth, among many other things by way of reproach, and to 
ſer forth the juſt ground, that we even as the Church of Eng- 
land, (as well as other Churches) have both of exception againſt 
and hatred of her. 

MUST NOT thele three things be MUCH MORE EVIL 
in a Proteſtant Church ? who after ſhe hath condemned all theſe 
things, not only as evil but as Antichriſtian in the Church of 
Rome ; and after ſhe hath pretended to ſeparate from the ſaid 
Church for them, doth nevertheleſs give her ſelf leave to pratiſe 
them,without condemning her ſelf ar all in them ? And MUST 
NOT ' his Practice caſt a manifeſt Blemiſh, and Reproach up- 
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on her own Reformation ? and evidence to the world that ſhe 
doth not either believe the Principles of ir, OR doth not at leaſt 
dare to Truitto it. 

Wherefore if the ſaid Church (or the Clergy rather as the 
Rulers of it) meerly upon theſe Grounds, and only to theſe 
ends, which are both thus evil in themſelves, and thus contrary to 
the very Grounds and Ends of our Reformation, ſhall endeavour 
to Ingage the power of the Civil Magiſtrate to her Aſſiſtance , 
(which God forbid they ſhould ever do any more in England ; 
tor we have good ground to believe that ſeveral of the Rulin 
Clergy if not all, do abhor it, to their Praiſe be it ſpoken) I hum- 
bly offer it to Conſideration, whether in moving chis to a Prince, 
eſpecially as he is a Proteſtant, ſhe doth or can move him to a- 
ny other purpoſe, than That his Authority may promote the Defettion 
ſhe hath made from her own Principles, and may Countenance her m that, 
which ſhe knoweth that the Rules of the Reformation, and of Proteſtan« 
tiſm cannot : viz, not only her Cruelty and Severity, but her Ex 
orbitancy ? 

And whether ſhe hath, or can have any Argument to the faid 
Prince, for his Countenancing of her,greater than this, (Viz) Thar 
as ſhe knoweth that all the evil which would be charged upon HER wholly 
and ONLY as a ( hurch may now through his countenancing of her be in 
part as well charged upon his Royal Authority and Pleaſure as upon her. 
Which Argument being really of no betrer a nature than this, 
whether it be therefore reaſonable in it ſelf ? or whether it be {o 
much as fit or modeſt for the ſaid Church to make ? or whether 
it be agreeable to that Dury, Honor, and Sincerity which ſhe 
as a Church profeſſeth tro owe, and ought ar all times uprightly 
to pay 'to her Prince, 1 humbly leave and ſubmit to the Judgments of 
all Ingenious Perſons, and eſpecially when with reference to the Et- 
fect of this Motion, it is matter of Fact ; that though twenty 
ſix private Perſons would be thereby gratihed, (ſome of whom 
are men of no Birth, Intereſt, or temporal Eſtate in the Na- 
tion) and more than twice ſo many thouſands are greatly griev- 
ed, injured, and wronged in their Perſons, and Eſtates, which 
are equally his Majeſties Subjects as well as they. And many 
of which are every way Peers to them, for Birth , for Verrue, 
for Loyalty, for Temperance , for Morality, for Mercy, for 
Charity,for temporal Eſtates ; and even for Learning alſo. 

And here it will be neceflary in the next place, ro conſtder 

again 
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again What it is in theſe reſpe&ts, that we blame the Church of Rome 
for, I mean, 

I1/bat the Guilt of the Church of Rome is, 

For either Guilr is a thing of Weight before God; or it is not. And 
either the Guilt which hath been charged upon the Church of Rome, (by 
reaſon of her Perſecution) by our Reformers firſt ; and by many wor- 
thy Men of the Church of England ſince, is juſtly charged upon her, 
or it 15 not. 

But if that Guilt be Real, and that it is juſtly charged upon the ſaid 
Church, Ir is apparently Criminal two ways, 

Firſt, as ſhe through her Perſecution is the cauſe of all that Hypo- 
criſie , Difſimulation , and Apoſtacy , which men commit for meer fear 
of her, and by which though out of weakneſs, they do greatly wrong 
their own Conſcience, and greatly injure their former Profeſſion before 
God, and know they do ſo, and lye oft-trimes under trouble of Conſci- 
ence all their lives afterward for it. 

And ſecondly, the is equally guilty, as the is the cauſe (by reaſon of 
her Perſecution) of the Sufferings , Diſtreſles, and great Afliczons, 
which many particular Perſons, and many Families groan under : b 
which ſhe occaſions many folema Complaints, Cries, and Appeals to 
be made unto God, which men who are conſcious to themſelves of their 
Sincerity towards God, did pour out to him as the Righteous Judge of 
all perſons. 

And if this be The Guilt of the Church of Rome, and if we as Proteſtants 
when we write againlt the Church of Rome, do ſay that all the Righteous 
Prayers, Appeals, and Complaints toGod againſt her ſhall be heard. 
And that ſhe ſhall anſwer as well for the Crimes of others, as for the 
Oppreſſions and Wrongs that ſhe hath done to others. 

Whar chen can be ſaid, when a Proteſtant Church, or the Clergy 
rather who are the Rulers of ic, ſhall be guilty of the ſame man- 
ner of Perſecution, and upon the very ſame unjuſt (or upon more 
unjuſt) Grounds or Principles that the Popiſh Clergy are ? and when 
by the means of this Perſecution, the ſaid Proteſtant Clergy are the 
occaſion of many mens Hypocriſte, Diſſimulation, and Deſertion of 
their Principles, (through weaknels) to the extreme injury and wrong 
of their Conſciences ; and are the expreſs Caule of the Sighs, Suffer- 
ings, Groans, and Complaints of divers others, that are poured 
out in the very bitterneſs of their Souls unto God ; and whea the ſaid 
Proteſtant Church, or the Ruling Clergy rather of ic, ſhall have no 
ſence ar all of the evil of any of theſe things ; nor ſeem to be in the 
leaſt moved or concerned for them 2 

Theſe things being conſidered, the Queſtion is, whether any man 
that is rational, can draw any other Concluſion from them bur thar, 

The ſaid Proteſtant Church, (or the Ruling Clergy of it) do not 
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believe themſelves at all, when they write againſt the Papiſts for theſe 
things,- and that notwithſtanding they do threaten the Church of Rome, 
with the Judgments of God becaule of their Cruelty, and of their Per- 
ſecutions of men for their Conſcience ſake : yet they do indeed bur laugh 
in their ſleeves art it, and do not believe any ſuch thing, as that the diretul 
Judgments of God ſhall come upon any, either for Cruelty, or for Per- 
ſecution of others for Conlcience ſake, or for being the occaſions of many 
mens {inning againſt, and wounding of their oven Conſciences : bur thar 
when they {peak of the Judgments of God, they ſpeak of them bur as 
Scare-Crows , Bug-bears, . or Pot-Guns. 

For would it not be an uncharicable thing, or rather is it not an in- 
credible thing, for any man to think that the Proteſtant Clergy ſhould 
do'the very ſame things, which they expreſly declare and acknowledge to 
be heinous Offences, and Crimes againſt God, in their Adverſaries the 
Church of Rome, if they did really believe themſelves in what they uſu- 
ally write, when they threaten them with the Judgments of God upon 
them for the aid things ? 

Ito avoid this, which they perhaps may look upon as ſome imputarion; 
or reflection upon them : the laid Proteſtant Church (or rather the Ruling 
Clergy of it) ſhall deny che Caſe to be the ſame, and ſhall fay that 
the Grounds or Principles upon which they perſecure men, are much 
different from thoſe of thePapiſts or Church of Rome. | 

Let them (I mean the Ruling Clergy) lay down the State of it, and 
ſhew us wherein the greatneſs of the ſaid difference doth conſiſt. 

For if the Fact for which men are puniſhed by the ſaid Proteſtant Cler- 
Sy be the very ſame, (or of the ſame nature) with that for which the Po- 
ph Clergy do puniſh men, viz, for their worfhipping God,and for their 
worſhipping of him nor contrary tothe Scripture, or contrary to any thing 
that ſeems clearly, and plainly their Duty in the Word of God, bur contra- 
ry only to ſome Order or other in the Church. And if the quality of 
the Perſons that do ſuffer, and thatare puniſhed by the Proteſtant Clergy, 

arethe ſame allo with thoſe that are puniſhedby the Popiſh Clergy, thar is, 
ſuch men as are neither blameable in,Nor {o much as accuſed or charged 
by them with or for any Crime, Or any Immorality in their Lives and 
Converſations : But {uch as otherwiſe demean themſelves in all Ducy,and 
with all SubjeCtion to their Superiors. | 
I ſay if both theſe are the very SAME one with another, wherein 
doth che Eflential Difference lye, ,berween the Perſecyrion of the Po- 

- piſh Clergy, and the Perſecution of the Proteſtant Clergy, unleſs 

it be {trictly in this ? 

That the Proteſtant Clergy, do pretend to believe the Scriptures to be 
the Supreme Rule, and mind of God to his Church; and if asked do free- 
ly grant, That men areNOT bound in Conſcience to any Rule Superior 
to this, Nor can be bound in the things of Faith, or in things relating to 

the Worſhip of God to any Rule above this. And 
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And yet at the ſame time that they own this, they perſecute their Bre- 
thren, nor only in their Liberties, bur in their Goods, Fortunes, and E- 
ſtares, and ſometimes in their Lives alſo (through naſty Priſons, and want 
of Conveniences) for acknowledging the ſaid Scriptures, to be ſuch as they 
themſelves do own them to be,and for that they accordingly conform to 
their own Principles. Whereas, 

The Popiſh Clergy, though they perſecute men for the ſame Crimes, 
yet they do not give ſo much Honour to the Scriptures, nor do ſo much 


as pretend to it, 
But which of theſe two, 
Are for this very Cauſe the greater Crimes before God, may be left to all rational 


men to conſuler. 

In the mean time, I am moſt ſure of this, That whereas our firſt 
Reformers did call the Church of Rome Antichriſtian, and did charge 
her with Innocent Blood, and did put the name of Scarlet-Whore 
for this Reaſon upon her : Yet now it is moſt certain, the Stain and Dif- 
credit of it, is in her eyes maniteſtly leſlened,if it be not wholly blegred our. 

For it is impoſſible that the Church of Rome ſhould ever hereafter 
grant, theſe things to be Stains or Crimes proper only to her, which ſhe 
doth not only ſee, but can daily obſerve ſome Proteſtant Church or 0- 
ther to follow her in, upon ſuch Grounds as are far lels juſtifiable in the 
ſaid Proteſtant Church, according to the Principles they profeſs, than 
they are in her ſelf. | 

And that this is not a thing ever to be hoped or expected from her here- 
after, is the more clear in regard the ſaid Church of Rome hath already, 
in ſo many words, ſharply, and cloſely Retorted it upon the Proteſtant 
Church : So that the VERY things which we blame the faid Church of 
Rome for, and for which we accule her Criminally, And which we. pre- 
tend to be the main Grounds, why we could no longer have any Com- 
munion with her, which was her laying altde the fole Authority of the 
Scriptures, And her perfecuting tuch as deſired to walk according to the 
Rule of it, fome Prorettant Churches have not only imicated her in, bur 
have outgone her, and have done fo much worle than ſhe ever did, by 
how much we have contradicted the Principles we profeſs, which ſhe 
hath nor. | 

And that ſhe hath caſt this, as a Reproach upon us in words, and hath 
alledged feveral Arguments to confirm it, and ſuch as have nor to this 
very day been anſwered by us, is matter of Fatt. 

And if in all Courts of Judicature, matter of Fa&, be good Evidence, 
and if the higheſt Evidence that can be given in matter of Fatt is, when 
the Fact is able to ſpeak and arreſt it felf,or when ir is capable to be atreſt- 
ed to by thouſands, then 1s the Evidence which I here bring, every way 
as good, and every way as vallid, to prove whatl affirm. Which is, 

Thar the Church of Rome hath endeavoured to juſtifie and acquir her 
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ſelf, from-the Crime of unjuſt Perſecution and Blood, by inſtancing the 
ſame thing in the Practice of Proteſtants one toward another : andtherein 
hath exonerated her ſelf from the ſole Guilt of this evil, and from the 
lole Guilt of her being alone that Babylon mentioned Rev. 17. which hath 
been frequently fixed ſingly upon her, and attributed co none beſides her. 

And ſhe hath produced ſeveral Arguments alſo, and thoſe of Weight 
ro make it appear, That Proteſtants In their Perſecution one of another, 
are far more unjuſt, upon the Principles we profeſs as Proteſtants, than 
the is upon her own Principles, how much fo ever we have pleaſed to 
inveigh againſt her, and revile her. 

And thele Arguments ſhe hath no way ſcrupled publickly and openly 
to divulge in Engliſh ; to the end,that every manthat is rational may the 
better examine them, and judge of them, 

And that we have not as yer pleaded to the ſaid Arguments, Or to 
rhe Retortion ſhe hath made upon us : either by denying the Fa& ir 
ſelf abſolutely, or by diſtinguiſhing the reſpective diftering Circum- 
ſtawces and Grounds of ir, 1s alſo well known. Whereby ſhe hath 
the more juſt occaſion ro think, that thoie Proteſtants that have thus 
perſecuted others, are conſcious to themlelves of their own Guilt. 

And leeing all this is pure matter of Fact, one of theſe rwo Conclu- 
tons therefore do ſeem ro be impoſſible to be avoided, viz, 

Thar either we have done very evil in charging the Church of Rome as 
Antichriſtian, and in charging her as guilty of the Blood of the Saints, 
which is mentioned Rev. 17. 6. (which mult nevertheleſs be inevitably 
charged lome where) and very evil ro impole the name of Scarlet-Whore 
and of Babylon upon her. Or, If the Proteſtant Churches have ſaid all this 
really in Judgment and really in Truth againſt her, Then have ſome 
rR—_ Churches done much worle themſelves, in being actually guil- 

of the ſame things, which have been ſo criminally charged upon her. 

And if the Church of Reme be guilty of Innocent Blood, then none 
that is ſober can doubt, bur ſhe muſt ar length be lyable ro the extreme 
Judgments of God for it. 

And therefore if any Proteſtant Churches have followed her in that 
very Guilt, the {ame judgments muſt as unqueſtionably come upon them, 
and perhaps more ſevere. 

And to the end that all Proteſtant Churches may be awakened, tro 
conſider their great Danger in this Caſe, it they have been Perſecutors 
of rheir Brethren, 

I need do no more, than to lay before them the expreſs Propheſie of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in this Caſe, (viz;) That there ſhould be ſome 
who delaying in their hearts the Confiderarion.of his coming, ſhould in- 
ſtead of giving a portion of Meat to their fellow-Servants, be found ſmi- 
ring of them. 

The Pertinancy, Weight and Importance of which Propheſie of Chrit with re- 
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ference even to the Theme we have at preſeat in hand, will appear very 
clear upon the Grounds or Arguments foilowing, which are theſe. 


1. That forthe certainty of the ſaid Prophefie, viz, Thar there ſhould 


be ſome Perſons that would be forward to ſmite others, we have a 


double Teſtimony even by two of the Evangeliſts, as Hath. 24. 48, 49, 
50,51. And Luke 12. 45, 46, 47- 

2. Thar the Perſons who would be fo forward to [mite others, and of 
whom therefore the Lord Chriſt ſpeaks this, were to be of the Church, 
and were to be thoſe very Officers properly that were to be advanced in 
his Church above others , is not only plain by the Circumſtances of 
the words themſelves , bur is yielded to by all Expoſitors, both Modern 
and Antient. 

3- Thatthe Lord Chriſt would not have mentioned ſuch a thing ex- 
prelly concerning his own Stewards, even concerning thoſe Officers which 
were to have the higheſt Rule and Truſt in his own Church, Nor would 
have left ir upon ſo good a Record to us, it he had not in his Wiſdom 
ſurely foreſcen that this Caſe, (how notorious and ſtrange fo ever it may 
appear) would certainly happen in his Church, there is not the leaſt Rea- 
ſon ro doubt. And the leſs, ſeeing we have another Teſtimony left us 
ro this purpole by St. Paul alſo, As 20. 28, 29, 30. with reference 
exprelly to the Officers of the Chriſtian Church. Nor is it any way 
dilagreeable to the Analogy of Faith, That it our Lord himſelf ſut- 
fered properly from his Church, (and his own Prophets , alſo before 
him) and ſuffered from the very Rulers, Elders, and Overſeers of the 
ſaid Church : Then his Servants ſhould not think ic a very ſtrange 
thing, (and much leſs an impoſſible) it they ſuffered alſo trom this 
Church , and from Perſons of the very ſame Note, Name , Rank, 
Quality or Dignity in it, and eſpecially 1eeing Chriſt hath lefr a ſtand- 
ing Rule Jobn 15. 20. John 13. 16. Luke 16. 40. That the Servant is not 
greater than bis Lord, and therefore is not to expett a Pricvilege above his Lord. 

4. That the Perſons who are to be {micten by the Stewards, Prefects, 
or Chiet Officers of Chriſt's own Church, are 42M even their very 
fellow-Servants and no other, viz, ſuch Perſons as own, and ſerve the 
ſame Maſter, or Lord, which the ſaid Stewards profeſs to ſerve : and 
ſich as have received the ſame Teſtimony of his Word, or the ſame 
Rule of his Mind and Will tro them , which the ſaid Stewards and 
Chicf Officers have, is plain and unqueſtionable alfo, even from the 
words therniclves. 

5. That rhe ſmiting which 1s here ſpoken of by the Lord Chriſt 
i5, licerally intended by him for actual Stripes, or for ſuch excteraal Pu- 
niſh:cns, and Miſeries which were to be inflicted by the Chief Of- 
ficers and Stewards of his Church , upon the Perſons of Men, is not 
queſtioned by any I know of, arlealt the conrary hath never been 
maintained 1n any Age of theChurch. 
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6. And it appears the rather, becauſe the {miting here mentioned, was 


to be of a Nature ſo very injurious, fo oppreſſing and wrongful to 
them that were ſmitten ; Yea fo provoking to the juſt Mind, and Tem- 
per of the Lord Chriſt ; That as an Argument how much he abhorred 
ſuch a ſmiting, and how much he was dilpleaſed at it, he threatens the 
{aid Stewards and Chief Officers of his Church, That be would cut them in ſuns 
der for it and would give them their Portion with the very Unbelievers, and Hypocrites. 

7. Which Severity, it were unreaſonable to believe, that he who was 
fo meek a Maſter, would ever have threatned, and threatned eſpeci- 
ally againſt the very Stewards, Rulers,and Officers of his own Houſe, 
or of his own Church, it he had not foreſeen, that the Cruelty which 
thele very Stewards and Officers would uſe towards others in ſmiting 
of them , would be ſuch, and ſo very mercileſs, that the ſaid Stewards 
would be ſuch, as woulddeſerve no Mercy, or Pity at all from him. 

For if it be a Rule, That they and they only, are to receive Judgment with- 
out, 1 ercy, who themſelves have ſhewen or exerciſed no Mercy, James 2. 13. 
Thea it is impoſſible, that theſe Chief Officers and Stewards of Chriſt's 
Church, ſhould be puniſhed by him wichout Mercy, it they in ſmiting 
their tellow-Servants, had not utterly ſhut out all Bowels , and all 
mercy toward them. 

8. And therefore the ſumm of the Lord Chriſt's Speech, and the 
end indeed of it appears both plainly, and briefly ro be this, That as 
there would be among the very Stewards, and Chiet Officers of his 
Church, ſome that would be forward to (mice their own ftellow-Servants, 
and to {mite them ſo cruelly, and in fuch a manner, as they would 
ſhew no kind of Compaſſion , Bowels, or Remorle ar the ſufterings of 
them, though this were but humane : 

So the ſaid Stewards ſhould art length, moſt certainly meer with the 
like meaſure of Treatment at the hand of the Lord himlelt ; and ſhould 
not fajl ro receive the execution of his wrath and judgments upon 
them for it. 

And theſe things being thus eſtabliſhed I ſhall from the whole lay 

| down only two Poſitions, which I humbly conceive none can diſpute 

with me (and much lels go about ro baffle) that will not make an 
open mock of the Lord Chriſt's own Sayings. 
1 be Farſt Propoſetion 3s , 

That it can no way be denyed, But among thoſe very Stewards, Rulers,or Chief 
Officers which were to be ſet over the Lord Chriſt's own (hurch, ſome would be 
found ſmiting of their fel/ow-Servants, 

[ be Second Propoſetion is, 

That i cannot be denyed, but among the ſaid Stewards, Rulers, or Chief 07. 
ficers of his Church, ſeme ſhould and would be gulty of ſuch a manner of ſmiting, 
wronging, and ill treating of their fellow-Servants, as ſhould and would 
render them in the Lord Chriſt's Eſteem, no better than Hypocrites or Infidels. 

And 
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And if neither of theſe can be any way queſtioned, by ſuch atleaſt; 


as queſtion not the Validiry, and Divinity of the Lord Chriſt his own 
Sayings, "Then for as much as the Ruling Clergy of our own Church, 


*have lometimes nor only cruelly mulc&t fome of their fellow-Servants in 


their Goods, bur have cauſed them to be impriloned, whereby ſome 
times (through the hard ulage they have met wich in Priſons, and for 
want of thoſe Neceſlaries that might be convenient, they have loſt their 
Lives,) And conſequently the Ruling Clergy of our Church, have been 
guilty at leaſt, of being Smiters of their tellow-Servants, and even of 
fuch of their tellow-Servants as profels not oaly the ſame Faith, but the 
very ſame Principles of Reformation that the ſaid Ruling Clergy do. 

And ſeeing it is yer further matter of Fact, that notwithſtanding the 
faid Ruling Clergy have thus fevercly puniſhed their fellow-Servants, 
yer they have nor ſo much as charged or- accuſed rhem of any Vice, 
Crime, or Immoralicy in their Lives, or Converſations, and much leſs 
have proved any ſuch ching againſt them ; Bur have cauſed them to be 
beaten, and treated after this manner ſingly for this Reaſon and no other, 
viz, Becauſe in worlhipping the Lord Chriſt, They choſe rather ſtrictly 
to obſerve his Mind and Will, according to the beſt underſtanding they 
have of HIS Word, I lay, rather than to obſerve any ſuch Orders or 
Rites as were not SO warranted, But were ſet down only by their fel- 
low-Servants, that were Officers of the Church above them. Conlſe- 
quently then, the Iflue muſt needs be very ſhort, berween the ſaid Ru- 
ling Clergy,and their fellow-Servants that have been thus ſmitten by chem. 

For either this ſmiting of them for this very cauſe here rehearſed, 
and for no other, 1S very wrongful in its ſelf, as being againſt the very 
light of a mans Nature, and againſt that Supreme and Primitive Obli- 
gation which the Conſcience hath indiſpenſably unto God, above any 
chat it can have unto man, OR it is-not at all wrongful. 

And either this kind of ſmiting which hath been uſed and urged and 
preſſed for by the Ruling Clergy of our own Church, IS ſwch a ſmitmg 
as appears to bave been Without all Pity or Remorſe to ſuch as have been fo lmit- 
ren and beaten by the ſaid Clergy. OR it hath not. 

Bur if the {miting we have here Inſtanced, and Inſtanced as matter 
of Fatt be ſuch as hath been uſed by the Stewards and Rulers of Chriſts 
own Church, and uſed towards their fellow-Servants, but hath been uſed 
wrong fully, And uſed without any manner of Remorſe to the ſufferings of the 
ſaid Perjons, whatever their ſufferings be. 

Then ic muſt either be the very lame kind of ſmiting, with that for 
which the Lord Chriſt in this ſpeech of his (char is thus Recorded by 
two ſeveral Evangeliſtz) doth threaten the Rulers and Stewards of his 
Cnurcn, that he will cut them aſunder and account them as Hypocrites. OR it is 
not the ſame, NOR of the fame kind. 

Bur if it be nor of the ſame kind, Thea it concerns the Ruling Cler- 


H 2 gy 


L 28 ] 


oy themſelves to clear themſelves, and to give an inſtance, what kind 
of ſmiting there is, or hath been uſed by the Ruling Officers of any 
Chriſtian Church, that is, or hath been more wrongtul, and more inju- 
rious than this,and that is more remorſlels and cruel than this, which the 
Lord Chrift doth here condemn, and will certainly take vengeance for. 

For ſome Caſe we maſt neceſlarily and unavoidably pur, (unleſs we 
will deny. or make a Mock of the Lords Chriſts own Words,) and 
fuch a one, as we may give a ſufficient Inſtance of, even an Initance 
in a Chriſtian Church, berween the Rulers and Offcers of the ſaid 
Church, and others belonging to the ſame Church, wherein the wrong 
that is to be done by the ſaid Ruling Officers, in ſmiring others of the ſaid 
Church, is to be ſo extremely evil, and ſo perfectly injurious and cruel, 
as that the Authors of ic, will neither merit any Mercy from the Lord, 
nor are according to his Word, to expect any Mercy from him. 

From the Conſideration of the Premiles, theſe following things are 
humbly preſented to the Conſideration of the preſent Ruling Cler- 
gy of our own Church ; ſome of which (it not all) ir is to be ho- 
ped, are men of render Hearts, like the good King j:/iab chat rrem- 
bled at the Reading of the Word of the Lord in the Book of the 
Law, Viz, 

That for as much as we have ſtated or inſtanced ſuch a Caſe as is mat- 
ter of Fact, and ſuch as cannot be denyed to be uſed, or priactiied by the 
Ruling Clergy of our own Church, towards others of the fame Church 
and Profeſſion of Faith with themſelves. And in as much as we have 
ſared ir expreſly in order to the clearer evidencing of the Guilt of the 
ſaid Clergy, by reaſon of their ſaid ſmiting : and for Convicuon conſe- 
quently of the Judgments that they are (wirhour Repenrance) inevitably 
lyable unto for it. We do therefore further lay thar, 

If the {aid Ruling Clergy hall in any reſpect diſallow the ſaid Inſtance, 
or {ſhall think ir meet to exonerate themſelves from the Guile , 
that is by che ſaid Inſtance intended to be charged vpon them. Then 
we lay that, 

They cannot avoid the inſtancing or ſtating of ſome other Caſe, rela- 
ting to the Rulers or Stewards of the Chriſtian Church, and to their 
ſu:icing of others in che ſaid Church, and to the evil of ir, that muſt be 
more agreeable ro what the Lord Chriſt here Condemns, than this In- 
ſtance or Caſe is which we have here mentioned as matter of Fatt. 

Nor can they avoid the Inſtancing or ſtating of ſome other Caſe, that 
mult merit conſequently more Puniſhment from God and that muſt be in 
its ewn Nature far worle, and rauch more injurious cruel and remorſleſs 
than the Cafe which we have here inſtanced and ſtared is. 

Nor can they avoid the inſtancing or ſtaring ſome other Caſe, that 
rauſt much more properly Relate to Babylon,and to that particular and ex- 
preſs Character, or broad Mark, that is fer upon her, by the Angel or 


Apoſtle 


UMI 


—_—_ 
on _—,, a: 


UMI 


L 29 ] 
Apoſtle (Revelat. 17. 6.) than this particular Inſtance or Cafe doth; 
which hath been inſtanced relating to the Ruling Clergy of our own 
Church ; which is here mentioned : Or elſe they muſt ſay that, that 
Viſion of the Apoſtle is not to be regarded by us. 

Nor can they avoid the initancing or ſtating of ſome other Caſe, dit- 
tering from what we have here mentioned, that muſt tor the nature and 
kind of its {miting, be wholly agreeable to the Practiſe of the Church 
of Rome, and to the Ruling Clergy of it, and not art all agreeable to the 
Practice or Cuſtom of themſelves. 

Bur if che Ruling Clergy of our Church cannot ſtate any ſuch Caſe, 
relating to the ſmiting of others of the ſame Church, and Faich with 
them, which ſhall manifeſtly differ in all theſe four Circumſtances, from 
the particular Inſtance or Caſe we have here mentioned, and which eve- 
ry man knoweth is Matter of Fatt, then theſe two things will be impoſt- 
ble ro be avoided by the Ruling Clergy of our Church; as 

Firſt, that they will never be able ro ſhew us wherein, the Grounds 
or Principles upon which they proceed to the Smiting, Puniſhing, or 
Perſecuting of their fellow-Servants, are not only different but far more 
juſtifiable than thoſe, upon which the Popiſh Clergy proceed in their Cru- 
elry and Perſecution of the Proteſtants. And | 

Secondly,they will never be able cogive us any clear Reafon,and much 
leſs any Cogent and Invincible Arguments why we ſhould believe, That 
the Judgments of God will unqueſtionably reach the Churchof Rome for her 
Cruelty,and Perſecution of the Proteſtants, bur will nor reach at all che Rus 
ling Clergy of the Proteſtanc Church, for their Smiting, and Perſecution that 
they areguilry of againſt their Brethren of the fame Faith and Reformation: 

Which two things we may be aflured, that all the render-hearted 
of the Ruling Clergy of our Church, will lay to heart: There 
being ſome things, which that Holy Man of God even the Propher 
David ſometime had done for which his Heart ſmore him. And 
ſome things he was abour to do for the prevention of which he gave 
ſolemn thanks ro God. For we find that Davids Heart ſmore him 
afcer he had numbered the people, and after he had but cur off the 
Skirt of Sauls Garment, 2 Sam. 24. 10. and 1 Sam. 24. 5. And be 
gives ſolemn Thanks for Abigails being an Inſtrument to prevenc 
him from ſhedding Blood , 1 Sam. 25: 32. 
| For if the Church of Rome do puniſh others really, and indeed upon 
the Principle of Dilobeying her Authority, though ſhe dare not prerend 
this openly, leſt her Cruelty and Blood-Guiltine(s, bemg for no other Cauſe, 
ſhould be ſo manifeſt, that it would never be able to admir of a compe- 
reat Apology, Colour, or Excuſe. And therefore leaving this the inliſts 
upon the Ground of Her Perſecution, as it is for Herefie only. | 

Bur if we on the other hand, puniſh others not only with loſs of Goods, 

but with loſs of Liberty , Baniſhment , and perpetual Imprifonment, 
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which is far more Cruelty than Immediate Death it ſelf, (and would 
be more willingly choſen by moſt men) and do all this, for a Non-con- 
formity, and Diſobedience to the Orders, and Rites of the Church, 
without ſo much as a pretence to any Guilt of Herefie, Then 

Where is the difference between theſe rwo ſorts of Perſecutors, unleſs 
the Ruling Clergy of our Church have done it more daringly, and more 
Broad-facedly than the Church of Rome doth ? 

But, which is more to be conſidered and laid to hearr. 

If the Church of Rome do not puniſh thoſe that acknowledge her to be 
a True Church, bur thoſe only that condemn her as a falſe Church, and 
who do under this Notion proteſledly ieparate from her as from that Baby- 
lon mentioned in the Revelations. 

And if we on the other hand puniſh thoſe that own, not only the ſame 
Faith and DoErine, But the very ſame Principles of Reformation with 
our ſelves, and wio therefore give no juſt Provocation nor uſe any ſuch 
reproachtul Language to our Church as the Proteſtant Churches gene- 
rally do to the Church of Rome. 

Where then is the difference, unleſs it be that ſhe renders evil 
to her profeſſed Enemies, who cannot but openly own a Hatred and 
Contempt for her, We inflict all manner of Evil upon our Brethren, that 
ſupplicate for Peace with us, and would be glad nor to ſeparate from 
us ? and which of theſe two then is the more ingenious ? 

But which is yet more,If weas we are Proteſtants,cannot but grant-thar 
there is to be a Subordination of the Church, not only immediately to 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, but to HIS Word, and that we utterly 
deny that he hath any ſuch One, as a Vicar upon the Earth, and utterly de- 
ny that any man whatever hath any power to diſpence with the Com- 
mands of. our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, fo far as they appear to be clear to us 
from his Word, wherefore,if we notwichſtanding we make thele things to 
be the very Profeſſion of our Faith, yer ſhall never puniſh any, Bur ſuch 
as keep exactly to all and every of theſe Principles, and ſhall obſerve 
them conſcientiouſly,and ſtrictly. Whereas the Popiſh Clergy onthe con- 
trary, puniſh none but ſuch only who deny or oppoſe wholly the things 
which their Church afhrms. 

Where then is the Reaſonableneſs of our Puniſhment, and the Unrea- 
ſonablenels of theirs ? and which of theſe two hath the greater Reſem- 
blance of Hypecriſte,even in our own Judgment ? whether our Puniſhment 
or theirs ? ſeeing we puniſh men for following the Principles we allow, 
They never puniſh any bur for following thoſe Principles that they total- 
ly diſallow. 

Bur the evil of this Perſecution further appears thus, for if we as Pro- 
teſtants lay we have ſeparated from the Church of Rome out of Conſci- 
ence. Firlt, becauſe the impoſed thole things that were Inſcriptural up- 
on us. And ſecondly, becaule ſhe was guilty of Blood, and that the 
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Characters of a falſe Church did for both theſe Reaſons lye upon her, 
and therefore that we cannot bur give thanks ſolemnly unto God for our 
Deliverance out of her power. 

And if the Ruling Clergy of a Proteſtant Church, have nevertheleſs 
not ſpared to perſecute unto Blood, even thoſe that have not only out of 
the ſame rwo Morives, ſeparated with us, But by perſiſting conſtantly 
in the ſaid Motives, do daily juſtife us. 

How comes our Blood and -Perſecution to be leſs ſinful than hers 2 
and why ſhould it be leſs crying unto God ? for had we never ſo intently 
ſtudied, how we might have pur the greateſt ſtumbling-Block we could 

before our Adverſaries, or how we might have brought the greateſt Ble- 
miſh, Scandal and Reproach that was poſſible upon our Reformarion : 
or how we might have opened the Complaints and Exclamations of 
men moſt againſt us; What Courſe could poſſibly have been taken, to 
all theſe ends, that could have been more effectual than this ? For how 
can he that isthus perlecuted by the Ruling Clergy of a Proteſtant Church, 
give Thanks unto God {olemnly, for his Deliverance out of the Church 
of Rome's Thraldom, when the very ſame Perſons,that pretend to be deli- 
vered with him, Impolerh neverthelels the like Thraldom upon him 2? 
Or how {ſhall he thar is thus perſecuted, be any way able to imagine, and 
much leſs to believe, that the Church which perſecutes him, is ſerious 

in her Profeſſion of Thanks unto God for her own freedom, when ſhe 

is no ſooner freed her ſelf, bur ſhe brings others into the ſame Hardſhip 


f " and Servitude, that ſhe her ſelf did but a little while fince, greatly com- 


plain of and groan under? Bur leaving thele things to be moſt ſerioully con- 
ſidered, by all Proteſtant Churches in theſe three Kingdoms, and elſe- 
where, even by all whomlſoever they Concern ; I ſhall now proceed to 
give in this place, 


A Deſcription of the Abſurd, Ridiculous and Contemptible 
Grounds and Foundatious on which the Papiſts Build, 


Though nothing is more Evident than this, that the Thraldom or 
Bondage of the Church of Rome, doth principally confift in the difagree- 

; ableneſs of her Doctrines, to the Rule of the Scripture, yet neverthe- 
leſs it is Matter of Fat, That the Church of Rome doth not in plain, 
and expreſs Terms deny the 'Truth,or deny the Authority of the Scripture, - 
or deny the end of them as they are appointed for the Church. And it 
we cannot for this Caule juſtly charge her with any of thele things ; 
Then we muſt neceſlarily grant, that the ſaid Dodrines {Þ far as they 
are corrupt, and have a real Inconſiſtency with the Scripture it felt, could 
have their Riſe at firſt no otherwile, 

Than by vertue of ber Authority as a Church. And conſequently, that as 
they had thus their Riſe at firſt, ſo they have had their whole Mainte- 
nance and Support, ever fince, no otherwile.than as this Authority bemg_ 
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Abſolute and Arbitrary hath defended them againſt whatever might be aid 
from the Authority of the Scripture, in oppoſition to them. 
And therefore here we ſhall lay open her Shame and Nakedneſs, 
and her great Abſurdity, that lyerh in the Manner and Method, 
and Nature of her Policy. For the Acquiring of chat Arbitrary, Ab- 
ſolute and unlimited Power which ſhe exercileth. 

And firſt, we find that ſhe doth upon her own Authority affirm, That 
it is neither the Letter of the Scripture, nor the Grammar of it, how Plain, Clear, 
or Expreſs ſoever it be, that doth or ought to bind the Conſciences of men, but the 
ſence of the ſaid Scripture only. And 

Secondly, ſhe doth affirm, That it is not the ſence of the Scripture alſF, 
Which doth or can any way diretily bind the ( onſciences of men, if this ſence be conſi- 
dered nakedly in it ſelf, (either as literal, or myſtical) but that the ſaid ſence is 
capable of binding only conſidered as it is Catholick. And 

Thirdly \That it is not either in the Letter or m the Grammar of the ſaid Scripture, 
how clear or plain ſoever it be, that the Divine Authority of it is placed, but ſimply 
and only in the ſence of it as this ſence is the ſence of the Univerſal Church, and 
therefore that ſence which is properly called ( atholick. 

Which Propoſicions, ſhe having in her Prudence thus peculiarly laid 
down, as the Grounds or Foundations not only of all Chriſtian Faith 
bur of all Chriſtian Verity and Truth it (elf. 

In the next place ſhe builds upon theſe unſound Grounds, an AF 
ſumption that is parallel ro them, and that is every way as entirely her 
own as the former, Viz, That ſhe alone hath not only the Right (as excluſive 
to all others) of Diſpencmg this Catholick Sence to all the Members of the Chris 
ſtian Church, but of diſþencing it m order to their Salvation, and hath inherenc 
in her, the full and*ablolure Power finally, and Inappealeably, ro de- 
termine at all times, and upon all Occaſions, whar the ſaid Catholick 
Sence is concerning all Points whatever that may be controverted, and 
concerning all places of Scripture whatever that may be denbred of, or 
diſputed. 

And that as this Power is abſolutely neceſlary for the Preſervation of 
the Unicy, ſo for the Preſervation of the Purity. of the ſaid Chriſtian 
Faith : in regard it is impoſſible, that ſuch a Sence of the Scripture as is 
wholly Univerſal and Catholick ſhould ar any time Err. 

The Concluſion then (if all cheſe Premiſes be true) is, That the Church 
of Rome is tobe believed, and that all her Determinations whatever they be are for 
Conſcience ſake to be Obeyed, and Submitted unto, even by the whole Chriſti an 
Church, without any Difþute or without ſo much as any ſcruple of Mind. 

This Concluſion, being that which all the Partizans and Champions of 
the Church of Rome, do labour with Might and Main to bring every 
man to, and therefore it is the ſame with that Securicy and Reſt, which 
they pretend all men may have, nor only with abſolute Safery, bur with 
abſolute ſatisfaction, in the. Boſpm of their Church, 


bl 


Buc 


\. 


L441 


But indeed chis Concluſion hath not any tendency to Salvation ar all, 
bur is quite contrary to all that is alledged, and leads exprelly ro nothing 
elſe but to the utter Overthrow, and Subverſion of the whole Scripture 
it ſelf, with the Mind, Law, Will, and Counſel of God, o far at leaſt 
as depends upon Revelation ; in regard it puts the Scripture, together 
with the whole Authoticy of it, (though Divine in ir ſelf) abſolutely, 
perfe&tly, and entirely into the Arbitrary Will and Power of the ſaid 
Church. | | 

And therefore the Proteſtants upon Conſideration of the extreme Miſ- 
chiefs, that muſt of neceſſity follow from ſuch a Concluſion as this, they 


do with. Indignation reje&t it. And 


Firſt, The Proteſtants do wholly deny, that the ſaid Church of Rome 
hath any rightful Authority ro make null the Grammar of the Scrip- 
ture. 

Secondly, The Proteſtants do much more deny, that the hath any 
Right to inſtitute or ſet up ſuch a Sence of the Scripture, (under any 
name or pretence whatever) that is either oppoſite to the Grammar of 
the Scripture, or thar at leaſt pretends that there is not a necefſiry to fol- 
low and obſerve the Rules of it. | 

Thirdly, Conſequently they utterly deny, that ſhe hath any Righr 
to transfer the Authority of the Scripture, from the Sence proper to the 
Letter of it ſelf, to ſuch a Sence as.is only and properly hers. And 

Fourthly, They deny, that ſhe hath any Right or any Power to ſer 
up any Sence of her own art all, which is not abſolutely ſubjected ro the 
Rule and Authoriry thart is inherent to the Scriptures, Letter, and Word, 
with the proper Sence of it, as this is and ought to be Supreme to all 
others. 

Fifthly, And they do much lefs acknowledge, that ſhe hath any ſuch 
Right in her, or derived to her therefore, as to make her Sence of the 
Scripture (or what the declares to be ſo,) the Sence of the Univerſal 
Church. | 

Sixthly, Or that ſhe hath any Right to make her ſence of the Scripture, 
to be.the Abſolure or Supreme Rule of all Infallible and Chriſtian 
Truth, or to diſallow any Appeal from her proper Determinations, to 
the living Rule of the Scriptures Grammar, and to the Letter or Word 
of it. 

Seventhly, And the Proteſtants denying all theſe things, they do de- 
ny therefore that the hath any Authoriry, Power, or Right to dilpence 
with, That Duty and Obligation which is divinely and ablolutely laid 
upon the Conſciences of men, which is, To obey the Word of God in 
the literal, plain, and exprels Sence of it. | 

Eighthly, And the Proteſtants do deny conſequently, that the Con- 
ſciences of men are, or can any way poſſibly be obliged to her bare De- 
termination of the Sence of the Scripzure. Eſpecially ſo far as this is (er 
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up abſolutely by her, and is not dependant upon any Sence proper to 
the Words, and Grammar of the Scripture it felt. 

All and every of which Powers,as the Proteſtant Church doth wholly 
deny to the Church of Rome So for as much as the Church of Rome,can pre- 
tend to no one of the ſaid Rights, or Authorities now mentioned, o- 
therwiſe than as it muit by ſome means or other, be lawtully conveyed 
or derived to her. 

The Proteſtant Church therefore challengerh her and provoketh her, 
tro ſhew thar ſpecial and peculiar Commiſſion, by which SHE and 
SHE alone is impowered to do all or any of thoſe things before 
named. 

Becauſe, without this Commiſſion can be produced, and produced upon 
ſome Clear, Evident and SufficientWarrant or Ground,tor it : All Her pre- 
rences to the ſaid Authority, (ſeeing it is ſo maniteſtly deſtructive to the 
Scripture ir {elf,) muſt needs appear to be, not only Precarious, bur very 
frivolous and very ablurd. 

The Church of Rome being thus challenged and provoked in the point 
of her Commiſſion, and yer well knowing that there is nothing which 
ſhe can poſſibly appeal unto for the proot of her Authoricy, beſide the 
Scripture it elf. 

She becomes hereupon, to be ſeveral ways diſtreſſed and perplexed. 

Firſt, becauſe ſhe finds that ſhe cannor allow of the Grammarical Sence 
of the Scripture, in any one Caſe whatever, But ſhe mult neceſſarily, 
and unavoidably allow it in all other Caſes allo, where it may equally 
and with as good warrant be alledged. | 

Secondly, the difcerns, that if the ſhould allow the Grammar of the 
Scripture to be Authoricative ar all, ſhe ſhould never be able to prevent 
the prerences that others would have, (even among the Laity ir ſelf) 
ro be as comperent Judges of the {aid Grammar as her elf. 

Thirdly, befides theſe rwo extreme Inconveniences (which by her 
are not to be endured) ſhe evidently allo ſeerh that the Words of Scrip- 
cure chemſelves, will not of themlelves, by any literal Conſtruction or 
Expoſition of them, be ſufficient to prove any fuch Authority as ſhe claims, 
and that ſhould the words of the Scripture be urged theretore,no further 
than according tothe expreſs Tenor of them, or according to the ſence thar 
the Grammar it ſelf would bear of them, the ſhould be fo far from gain- 
ing the Power and Commiſſion which ſhe prerends ro have a Warranc 
for, thar inſtead of it, the ſhould expoſe her Authority to a manifeſt ha- 
zard, even not only to be ſifted, ventilated, and diſcuſſed by others ; 
bur as freely cenſured by ſuch as ſhould obſerve the nature of her Infe- 
rences, and how weakly and infirmly they are deduced, with reſpe&t 
tothe genume Force or Conſtruction of the words themlelves. 

And theretore as tor all theſe Reaſons, ſhe apparently diſcerns that the 
Grammar ot the Scripture is an Adverſary abſolutely ro ber , fo ſhe doth 
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as ſmartly and dexterouſly perceive, that the Scripture it ſelf, were the 
Authority of it allowed to be in the Grammar, would be as great an 
Enemy every way to her, as even the literal and Grammarical Sence of 
It 1s. 

For in as much as theſe three things are at once both equally and neceſſa- 
rily Incurnbent upon her, and ſuch as cannot any of them poſlibly be 
ifoenſed with by her, viz, 

Firſt, to prove the peculiarity of her Authoriry above any other Church 
beſide her whatever, And 

Secondly, to juſtihe the Incorruption of her Doctrine, And 

Thirdly, to preſerve the pretence that ſhe hath by this conſequently 
to Infallibility. 

And ſeeing theſe three do ſo much concern her, that it is a thing 
very plain, and very eaſe to perceive, that unleſs they can all be main- 
tained, upheld, and defended in ſome meaſure rationally by her, ſhe 
can no way keep up her temporal Power, nor any way avoid a lyable- 
neſs toa Reformation. 

Wherefore having upon a due and ſerious ſurvey of the Letter and 
Grammar of che Holy Scripture, ſufficiently found, and clearly  obſer- 
ved, that the Scripture as thus ſtrictly conſidered, in the Order, Diſpo- 
ſition, and Conſtruction of irs Lerter, will never be ſerviceable to her 
in any one of theſe three ReſpeCts : but will on the contrary, expreſly 
oppole her. 

As ſhe is hereby expreſly convinced then, that there can be no cauſe 
why ſhe ſhould magnihe the expreſs word of it ; and much lefs any cauſe 
why ſhe ſhould crult in it, or appeal to ir, ſo leſt that others ſhould be 
carried away with a rational Opinion of it, and ſhould for this cauſe be 
induced to urge, and preſs ſeveral things againſt her from it : She ſaw it 
but neceſſary that ſh? ſhould come to a deliberate Reſolution with ber felf, To weas 
ken the Credit of the Scripture wholly, and not only to deny all Authority, and e- 
ven all Divinity it ſelf to be in the Word, Letter, and Grammar of the Scriptnre, 
(ſtriftly conſidered by it ſelf ) but to deny alſo that any Sence is capable to be certan- 
ly bad from it, or any truth that is infallible, which how bold a thing ſoever it might 
ſeem to be, yet ſhe ſaw it no way avoidable by her, becauſe ſhe had no way beſides 
this, to ſecure. ber ſelf againſt all that Inconveniency, that ſhe knew the Scripture 
would and muSt otherwiſe caSt npon her neceſſarily, by vertue of the expreſſneſ$ and 
Authority of its Letter. 

Having then taken up this Reſolution in the firſt place, conſidering 
nevertheleſs maturely with her ſelf, thar if ſhe ſhould caſt off all her Re- 
lacion to the Scripture wholly, and entirely, ſhe could nor maintain the 
very Authority of che Church it ſelf ; and munch leſs ſhould be able to 
defend either rhe Divinity, or the Infallibilicy of thoſe things that are 
fought by her : She therefore cometh to a ſecond Reſolution, which ſhe 
judgerh no lels necellary and expedient for her than the former, viz, To 
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maintain the Divinity, and let up the Authority abſolutely of the Serip- 
ture, though not in the exprels Letter of it, nor in the Sence proper to 
it, yet (as we have ſaid already) in another Sence that ſhe ſers up in- 
ſtead of it ; That is, according to ſuch a Sence which ſhe judges con- 
venient that the her ſelf ſhould (as a Church) put upon it, and pur 
upon it in ſuch manner alſo, and with {uch a Conſtruction and Expo- 
ſition, as might be moſt ſutable to her own end ; and moſt anſwerable 
to her own particular Intereſt : which Sence ſhe therefore ſtiles by the 
ſpecious Name or Appellation of the Catholick Sence , or of the 
Sence of the Univerſal Church , in diſtinction at leaſt from ( and 
for the better avoiding of) that Sence which is truly literal, and is pro- 
perly Conſtructive and Grammarical. 

And as it is this Sence alone therefore as Catholick, that ſhe confines 
both the Authority and Divinity of the. Scripture to, and that ajfo en- 
tirely : So ſhe doth this in her own more than ordinary Judgment and 
Prudence. In regard ſhe is lure that this Sence will never fail her, but 
will always be ready to abett whatever ſhall upon any occaſion be deter- 
mined by her : Becaule this Sence requires no deeper Reaſon, nor an 
firmer Bottom or Ground at any time for it; Than whar reſolves it (elf 
ar length into the meer arbitrary Will and Pleaſure of her ſelf. And fo 
ſhe can never be accountable further for it, than barely to declare it or 
affirm it to be the Catholick Sence ; becauſe ſhe ſaith ir is the Sence of the 
Univerſal Church. 

And is not this rare Policy ? 

And therefore to juſtihe this medly Sence, which (if what ſhe ſaith 
be true) is both the Sence of the Scripture, and: is not. And which 
muſt neceſſarily be the Sence of the Scripture becauſe the Church will fo 
have it; and not becaule it is a Sence really, properly, or radically in- 
herent in it. To juſtifie alſo her Rightful chrowing off the Authoricy 
of the Grammar it ſelf, and to juſtihe her transferring the whole Divi- 
nity of the Scripture, from the natural Order and Conſtruction of its 
Words, to a Sence altogether forreign to its Letter, and to the expreſl- 
neſs of it. 

I fay to juſtijhe ALL THIS ſhe pleads her own Authority, nor 
only as Divine, but as abſolute, and infallible : and conſequently 
as that which ought to be ſubmitted unto by every one, and that 
readily as to the very Ordinance, and Appointment of God him- 
ſelf. 

Which being the very Queſtion it ſelf chat was in diſpute, and thar ve- 
ry thing therefore that was firſt of all neceſlary to be proved by her, ſhe 
is conſtrained by this means whether ſhe will or no, to run round in a 
Circle, Viz, 

To prove her proper Authority by the Catholick Sence of the Scrip- 
ture, And 
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To prove the Catholick Sence of the Scripture by vertue of her pro- 
per Authority. 

And at length not only without all ground, but without all ſhame or 
ſence of Juſtice, to beg the whole Argument it ſelf in Controverſie be- 
tween us: Than which we lay,there can be nothing whatever,thar is either 
more unreaſonable, or more impudent and baſe. 

And having gotten her Authority therefore in this manner, not only, 
or not ſo much by ſhuffling, as by plain ſnatching it ; and being conſci- 
ous to her (elf that it would be a very vain thing tor her, to ſuppoſe ſhe 
ſhould be able to detend the ſaid Authority, by any better Argument than 
that very Stratagem ſhe made ule of it to prove it : ſhe concludes it to be 
molt ſafe to maintain it therefore,in the ſame manner as ſhe got it : which 
is by force,and therefore reſolves to puniſh all men with Death, that will 
be lo hardy as to deny it ; ſo far ar leaſt as her Power or Mediation can 
avy why excend to do it. 

And yer leſt the Quarrel ſhould by this means look as if it wete too 
perſonal, and too private, and that fuch Princes as were leſs concerned 
at it, ſhould not be much diſpoſed to ingage with her in it : She, as if 
ſhe were Pious in the very Execution of her Malice, pretends this ſhed- 
ding the Blood of men (though it may ſeem indeed to be very ſevere 
yet) is abſolutely neceſlary : not ſo much becauſe they diſobey her as 
becauſe they diſobey and oppole the Carholick Sence of the Holy Scrip- 
ture, In which Catnolick Sence all the Authority, and Divinity of it, 
(if you will believe her) is properly placed, and that by oppoſing of this 
they oppole by Conlequence, nor only the Catholick Faith of the Church, 
but the conſent of all Chriſtianity it ſelf, In the unqueſtionableneſs of 
which, the Security and Salvation of men can only and alone reſt : 
which pretext is anocher part as well of her Ablurdity as of her Vio- 
lence and Fraud. 

Thar notwithſtancing ſhe neicher-hath nor can prove any Obligation 
that men in Conlcience can have to her Authority, or to rely upon the 
Determination of ir. And though ſhe cannor otherwiſe require the be- 
lief of it from any, bur as it is a thing meerly precarious, yer ſhe puts 
all to death that yield nor to this abſolute Ulurpation of her Power. 

Tie Uſe of this laſt precedins Diſcourſe. 

From this brict Scheme or {ummary Proipect of the Nature of this 
new and peculiar Policy of the Church of Rome, We may eaſily make 
2 meaſure of her Wildom, as well as of her Truth ; tor by this ſhort 
State or Account that we now have of theſe Motives which did mainly 
induce the ſaid Church, intirely to lay alide the expreſs Letter and Gram- 
mar of the Scriptures, (ar leaſt as to che Certainty, Truth, or Infallt- 
bility of it) we may calily have a view of ſeveral horrible Abſurdities, 
Contradictions, and indeed Impicties, that the is by chis means forced, 
and neceſſitared to tall inco, of which we ſhatl now mention a few Par- 
ticulars. L For 
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For firſt as it is Matter of Faf& (which is the molt infallible Evidence 


in the World) that all the Doctrines of the Church of Rome, do depend 


ſolely upon The Authority of the ſaid Church : So it is Matter of Fatt equal- 
ly, That both the ſaid Dottrines and the ſaid Authority it ſelf, (which upholds 
the ſaid Doctrines,) do depend upon the Catholick Sence of the Scrip- 
ture. Forthe ſame Reaſon therefore, it is even from the ſtriftnels of the 
Connexion and mutual Dependance of thele three one upon another, 
Thar as the Doctrines of the Church of Rome, muſt neceſlarily be all of 
them True, and all of them Divine, It the Authority of the ſaid 
Church is alcogether True, and altogether Divine : So alſo the Autho- 
rity of the Church of Rome, muſt be unqueſtionably Divine , If the 
Catholick Sence of the Scripture upon which it 1s alone built, be abſo- 
lutely Divine and free from all poſſibility of Error. 

And conſequently then, as the ſureſt proof that we can poſſibly have 
of the Divinity of all the Do&trines of the ſaid Church , dot lye in 
the proof the divine Authority of the ſaid Church, and in the ſure- 
neſs of it : So the ſureſt proof of this doth lye in the proof of the Ca- 
tholick Sence of the Scripture, viz, in the Proof, that this Catholick 
Sence 1s both divine and infallible, and free from all manner of Error 
imaginable. 

For it 1s this Sence alone that gives being to the ſaid Authority. 

In as much then, as it is ſtrongly alledged that the Catholick Sence 
cannot poſſibly bur be Divine, Infallible, and free from all manner of 
Error : The Authority of the ſaid Church therefore muit neceſſarily be 
Divine, Infallible, and free from all manner of Error, and therefore ir 
15 impoſſible, bur the Doctrines which are taught by the ſaid Church, 
mult be ſuch allo : that is, They muſt be Divine, Infallible, and free 
from all Error. " 

So then, thele three are and muſt be all of them Divine alike, wiz, 
The Doctrines of the Church of Rome, and the Authority of 
the ſaid Church, and The Catholick Sence of the Scripture. 

And conſequently, the Sence of the Univerial Church muſt be as 
Divine as any of thele three, Becauſe the Catholick Sence of the Scrip- 
ture, and the Sence of the Univerſal Church is but one and the ſame, 
(Et que in eodem 'Tertio conveniunt inter ſe conveniunt) wherefore ſeeing of 
all theſe, The Catholick Sence of the Scripture is-----The main and ſure 
Baſis of all the reſt-----and that upon the Divinity, certainty, and infalli- 
bility of This, ALL the Divinity, Authority, and Infallibility of the 
Church of Rome, with its whole Doctrine doth , and muſt wholly 
and intirely depend. The abſolute and unqueſtionable Certainty or 
Divinity of this therefore, is firſt to be cleared : ſeeing this (as we laid) 
is of all others the moſt ſtrongly alledged. 

To one that is an apt Schollar to underſtand; and receive whatſoever 
the Church of Rome teacheth, we ſhall here ſhew how this is, by 
her cleared. To 
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To evidence then the truth of the Catholick Sence of the Scripture, 
how Infallible and Unqueſtionable ir is, and to manifeſt not only the ne- 
ceſſity, bur the abloluteneſs of its Divinity, We need not much more 
than one Reaſon, becauſe this doth of ir ſelf upen the matrer, amount 
to a Demonſtration; (which is,) That there is nothing more clear or more 
certain, than that the ſaid Catholick Sence neither really is, the Sence of 
the Scripture, nor really is not : nor any thing more certain, than that 
the ſaid Catholick Sence is Both : Thar is to ſay, both ir is, and ir is nor 
the Sence of the Scripture. And that we may be yer the more fully and 
diſtinly inſtructed in the nature of this Miſtery, and of the ſtrangeneſs 
of it, we are to know, 'T hat the extraordinary wonderful, and peculiar 
Power of this Catholick Sence, lyeth, in the fingular Relation which it 
hath to the Univerlal Church, and to the Scripture as it is the Sence of 
neither of them properly and entirely ; and yer is the Sence of both of 
thentat one and the ſame time. 

For though this Catholick Sence cannot be had without the Scripture, 
and though it is, and mult neceſlarily be given therefore co the ſaid 
Church by-the Scripture. Becaule ir is the Scripture only that rhe ſaid 
Church doth always refer to, when it doth ar any time cite, or alledge 
the {aid Sence as ic is Divine. And conſequently though without the ſaid 
Scripture, it had been wholly impoſſible that the ſaid Church ſhould ei- 
ther have Challenged or laid Claim to any Fruth that had been Autho- 
ritative or Divine. Notwithſtanding this, The ſaid Catholick Sence both 
is given, and muſt neceſlarily be given to the Scripture by the ſaid Church ; 
becauſe without the ſatd Church, it would be impoſſible that this Sence 
ſhould ever be found our in the Scripture it ſelf, in regard nothing is more 
certain, than thar the Scripture hath of ic ſelf properly no Sence ar all 
(at leaſt none that is True, Cercain and Infallible, but as this is by the U- 
niverſal Church, and by the Prudent Care and Foreſight of ir beſtowed 
upon it. And (o we mult unavoidably grant, that though the Catho- 
lick Sence be bur One, yer this One Sence is both created by the Church for 
the Scripture, and created by the Scripture for the Church, (Which is 4 
very rare and unuſual ſort of Produttion. 

And therefore it will follow allo : that if we regard the Truth, Cer- 
tainty and Infallibility of chis Catholick Sence, it is wholly and entirely 
from the Church, becaule neicher the Authority properly of it, nor its 
Divinity, doth conliſt in its Truth, or in its Certainty, If we regard 
the Divinity and Authority of this Catholick Sence, it is not only origi- 
nally, bur entirely from the Scripture : becaule it may be Divine, chough 
it have neither Certainty nor lnfallibilnty in it, ( at leaſt) as the 
Church of Rome teils ns. And conſequently , ' the ſaid Catholick 
Sence coniſ1dered as it 1s ſtrictly in the Scriptures, hath indeed both 
Authority ablolutely in it, and Divinity : but it neither hach Truth, 
Certainty, nor Infallibility. Bur conſidered as it is ftrictly inthe Church, 
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it hath both Truth, Certainty, and Infallibility abſolutely in it. But ir 
hath not for all this any thing of Divinity, or Authority ; for this ic muſt 
borrow from the name of the Scripture. 

So that it is. plain, That the ſaid Catholick Sence is neither the Sence 
of the Church properly and entirely, nor the Sence of the Scripture pro- 
perly andentirely, and yer thar it is the Sence of both of them entirely. 
And the Realon for this is allo plain, v:z, Becauſe according to the Do- 


Erine of the Church of Rome, the Divinity of the Catholick Sence is one | 


thing : its Truth, and Infallibility # quite another : for though the Church 
can give to the Carholick Sence its "Truth and Infallibilicy entirely, yet 
ſhe cannot give any part of irs Divinity. 

And though the Scripture, can give to the Catholick Sence irs whole 
Divinity ; and conſequently ics Authority entirely yer it cannot of it ſelf 
give it any thing of truth, or any thing of Infallibility, bur this ic muſt 
have from the Church. e 

So myſtically is this Catholick Sence parted and divided berween both. 
By which partition of the Catholick Sence (which is ſtrange) we come 
to know another thing alſo (which is as ſtrange) and which otherwiſe 
we ſhould never have been able tro have found out , viz, That though 
the end of giving the Scripture was rmquetionably for the enlightenmg Ruling and 
Governing the Church, yet the end of ſetting up the Church was equally alſo for the ens 
lightenms Rulmg and Governing of the Scriptures. 

Which as it is a Conſequence that can no way be avoided by the 
Rules of the Church of Rome, fo it is as maniteſtly abſurd as all the reſt. 
Secondly, The Divinity of the Catholick lence with the neceiſity ablo- 
lutely of it, will appear alſo yet the more clearly it we ſhall conſider, 
chat unleſs we do admi: the Church in the firſt place to be holy, infalli- 
ble, and free from all manner of Error imaginable, it will and muſt be 
impoſſible that the Catholick lence-of rhe Scripture ſhould be ablolucely 
True, Holy, Infallible and free from all Error. Becauſe the ſence of 
the Scripture becomes thus Catholick, Holy, Infallible and True, only 
as it is the ſence of the Catholick Church firſt, and as it is by this means 
derived to the Scripture it ſelf. And for any to ſeek a fence 1n the Scrip- 
ture therefore that is Holy, True, Infallible and free from all Error a- 
lone by the Scripture it felt, without the DireCtion and Aſſiſtance of the 
{id Catholick or Univerſal Church is manifeſtly abſurd. Borh becauſe 
the Scripture hath properly of it (elf no ſence art all thatis certain : and 
becaute it is che immediate Authority of the Church only, upon which 
the ſence of the Scripture lo far as it is properly Catholick, Infallible, 
and abſolutely True is wholly and entirely built. 

And yet onthe contrary, 1n regard it mult be confeſſed that the Church 
could nor poſſibly have lo much as either Name or Being, were it not 
for the Scripture it (elf, and much lels that it could have thole Privileges, 
or that Authority placed in it which it challengeth above all others for 
being 
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being Holy, True, Infallible and free from all manner of Error. Un- 
leſs we admit therefore the Scripture in the firſt place to be originally 
True, Holy and Divine,and therefore to contain all Authority and Truth 
prmitively in it felt, that is Holy, Abſolute and Divine : and that by 
reaſon of this its primitive Sanctity, Divinity and Truth ; it hath a pow- 
er {imply and properly of its ſelf to conter a Divine Right, Authority, 
and Infallibiliry to che Church, it will and muit be impoſſible that the 
{aid Church, ſhould be any way impowered or enabled either to teach 
fuch DoCtrines as are Certain, True, Holy and Divine, and withour a- 
ny fallibility whatever ; or that it ſhould be able to declare, what that 
ſence of the Scripture is, which is abſolutely Holy, True, Infallible and 
free from all manner of Error. Becaule if the whole being of the Church 
is entirely from the Scripture, then not only all che Holinels, Truth, 
and Infallibilicy of the ſaid Church, wich the truth of whatever it teacherh, 
but all the Authority alſo, which it hath or challengerh by reaſon of any of 
theſe extraordinary Properrties, is, and muſt unavoidably be built upon the 
Scripture allo, and upon the primitive "Truth, Authority and Sanctiry of it. 
Both which things now being admitred,ir mult neceſlarily;follow,chat if 
we will tully comprehend the Divinity of the Catholick fence, and come 
to be convinced of the neceſſity and ablolucenels of irs Infallibilicy, Authori- 
ty and Truth ; we mult grant,that the Truth, Holineſs, Infallibleneſs and 
Authority of the Church, was and could not bur be before the Truth, Ho- 
line(s,and Infallibility,of che Scriprure ſence. And mult alſo grant that the 
Truth,Sanctiry and Authority of the holy Scripture,was and could not but 
neceſlarily be before any Truth, Holineſs, Infallibilicy and Authority was or 
could poſſibly be in the Church :and conſequently we muſt grant that theſe 
were both firſt, and ſo both of them were one before another reſpeRively. 
In like manner we mult grant that as there is an abſolute neceſſity that 
the Church, and its Authority as intallible ſhould be built upon the Scrip- 
ture entirely, and upon che Original Authority of it, ſo there is as great 
a neceſſity thar the Sence of the Scripture with the truth of it (wherein 
its Authority doth properly and principally confilt,) ſhould be built upon 
the Church, and upon the Authority of it , and therefore a neceſlity, that 
both theſe ſhould be builc each upon the other mutually and reſpeRively, 
and therefore a neceſſity that the Church ſhould be the Foundation of al! 
the Scriptures truth, and that the Scripture ſhould be che Foundation of 
all the Church its "ruth, and therefore that each of thee, ſhould be the 
reſpective Bf13 or Ground of the other of cthele mutually. 
The Clearnels, Conlonancy, Colerence and manitelt Conſifteacy, 
of all which things, whoever doch not underſtand, and dot'r no: alto 
tully ani unqueltionably believe, 15 neither a Schollar chat 13 quick 
enough, nor a {chollar that 15 qualifted enough for the [1fhcieac and 
{nbſtantial comprehending, of the Diviaity ot the Catholick lence. 
And therctore upon rhe coalt {eration of the whole we my coaclude 
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that if all theſe things now mentioned are ſubſtantially true , 
and capable to be clearly. underſtood by rationa] Perlons, and that 
they are conſiſtent really one with another : "Then ic muſt be certain,thar 
the Church of Rome is both atrue Church,and its Doctrines are all certain- 
ly and unqueſtionably true, and all its followers muſt be true Chriſtians 
alſo, and free from all Error, for theſe things mult be all of them true 
and certain alike. 

Bur if theſe ſeveral things above mentioned are manifeſtly contradicto- 
ry and abſurd, and ſuch therefore as are no way poſſible to be rationally 
underſtood, or capable to be conſiſtent any way one with another : then 
theſe things can never be true, viz, Either that the Church of Rome ſhould 
be a true Church, or that its Do&rines ſhould be all of them true, or 
that its followers ſhould be ſuch true Chriſtians as to be free from all Er- 
ror. Seeing none of thele three things can be otherwiſe true, or cer- 
tain, than as the ſeveral things above mentioned are true or certain, 


which are manifeſtly abſurd and utterly falſe. 


1 be horrible Wickedneſs of the Church of R ome further manifeſted, 
The Impiety and Wickedneſs, as well as Abſurdity of che Church of 


ome in this invention of the Catholick Sence, and in her ſetting up of 
it, will be evident alſo to any that will conſ1der,that even while ſhe goeth 
about, not only to corrupt bur ro defeat the Scripture of its proper Aucho- 
rity (as a Divine Writing) by her denying that any Sence is capable to 
be had from it, but what the Church only doth give it,and by denying there- 
fore that the Litteral or Grammatical Sence or Conſtruction of the Scrip- 
ture is in any place certain, or at leaſt not fo certain, as it may be ſaid 
of its ſelf ro be {fimply,abſolucely or infallibly true, or fo certain that it is 
in any place ſuffcient to give an infallibility of truth to us, ſhe doth no 0- 
ther than diſcover by all this what her drift is throughour all this Device. 
For ſhe would never run her ſelf upon ſo many Rocks, to maintain 
things ſo manifeſtly groſs, and abſurd as this Invention puts her upon, 
were it not that her aim by all this is-----To ſpoyl and deprive the Scripture ute 
terly not only of all power and Authority,but of all Right immediately and abſolutely of 
its ſelf,to bind and oblige the Conſciences of men to it even though the ſence of it ſhould, 
from the plain and genuine Conſtruftion of its words appear never ſo ſtrong, clear or 
coherent to them-----which Scope or Deſign of the Church of Rome, for 
withdrawing our Obedience and Subjection wholly from the Scripture ir 
ſelf, even in things thart are plain, and can be no way doubted by us as 
we are rational Perſons, and underſtand well enough what the Nature 
and Import of Sence is. I ſay this {cope or deſign of withdrawing our 
Obedience from the Scripture itſelf, and from the plain and genuine fence 
of it, is no other than openly to withdraw us from the plain and exprels 
Mind of God, (the Scripture being his Word) which is not only to ofter 
an Injury to the Authority and Councel of God, but to his very Grace 
alſo, ingiving his Word to us. And yet that this is the Chiet and Prin- 
cipal 
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cipal Aim of the Church of Rome in her contending for the Catholick 
Sence, and in her dilallowing all other Sence whatever to the Scripture, 
is the more clear becauſe ir is matter of Fact, that whereſoever ſhe can or 
doth exerciſe any Dominion either by her ſelf, or by her delegates, there 
ſhe will ſuffer none, even not of her own Clergy, to depend upon the 
Scripture ſtrictly. Bur will have all men ar all times, to ſubmit all their 
Judgments, and all their Conſciences abſolutely co her particular Deter- 
minarions, in all things relating to Faich, whether the things ſhe doth 
determine be agreeable or not agreeable to the Word, or Rule of Faith 
ir ſelf. Andif all her own Natives are treated with this Severity, and 
Arbitrarineſs by her, 1s is eaſte then to imagine what Strangers may ex- 
pect from her, eſpecially if we conſider chat for the more effe&tual pre- 
venting the Laity alſo, co ſhew any manner of Duty immediately to the 
Scripture, and leſt they ſhould be convinced even by the very fight of 
it, or ſhould hold themſelves obliged to the things plainly and expreſly 
commanded by ir,the doth throughout all places, where ſhe hath any Power 
utterly forbid all uſe of the Scripture tothem, and will nor ſuffer the Scrip- 
ture ſo much as to be read,or heard by themin a Vulgar or known Tongue. 

By which Inſtances it may ſufficiently appear, (lecing theſe things are 
matcers of Fact) that the Indeavour uſed by the Church of Rome to leſſen 
the Credit of the Scriptures Letter,Grammar or Word,as if there were no 


. certainty of ſence in ir, is not really grounded upon any thing which may 


juſtly be atrribured co the Scripture it ſelf : # Buris a thing abſolutely 
plotted, Contrived, formed or purpoſely Deſigned by the ſaid Church for 
no other end, but that men might not rely upon the Scriprure, or truſt 
co the truth of thoſe things that may be plainly and expreſly founded in 
the very Letter of it ; and ſo might be moved to give Obedience to the 
Authority of it, and to be led by it, NOR for any other end, but that 
Men might not be able to plead the ſaid Word,with the expreſlneſs of it a- 
gainſt her, or have a jult ground to examine her Do&trines or Authority 
by ir ; and to withdraw from her or to aſſert there is a neceſſity that di- 
vers things ſhould be reformed in her. 

And for this Reaſon it is therefore, that ſhe neither hath any Subjects, 
nor can, or will admit of any to be her Subje&s, whether of the Lai- 
ty or Clergy, who will not withdraw their Obedience immediately from 
the Lerter of the ſaid word, and from the Authority of it, and give it to 
her as a Church. 

Which injury againft the Authority of the Scripture, or written Lets 
rer of the word of it, as it is therefore knowingly, wittingly and wil- 
lingly committed by the Church of Rome, muſt for this cauſe be much 
the greater. 

Bur the greatneſs and heinouſneſs of ir, is made moſt manifeſt by thar 
Argument which the Apoſtleuſerh, Heb. 2. 2, 3.Heb.r0.28,29. Heb.12. 
25. For if the Law or Covenant of Moſes how divine foever, was given 
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to the Church nevertheleſs by one that was no more than a Servant 6nly, 
in Gods houſe : And if that the Grace and Truth which. came by Jeſus: 
Chriſt, was given us by the only Son of God, who was properly the 
Lord hingſelt of the Houſe : Then a Sin, or Crime done purpoſely 
againſt the Goſpel of Chriſt, and our of a ceal intent or defign to turn 
men from the expreſs Word, or Letter of that Law or Covenant which 
was ſet-up by Chriſt, ----mult be-a far greater Evil, or Impiety againſt 
God, thanthe like fin attempted againſt the Law of Hoſes, with a pur- 
poſe or intent to turn men from the Letter and expreſs Word of it. 

There is ſuch Force and Strength in this Argument, added to what 
hath been already ſaid, as there needs no more to be ſaid, to manifeſt the 
abominableneſs of this Evil, and therefore we ſhall herewith conclude 
this Diſcourſe, as with that great word of "Truth,which ought in this caſe 
ro be moſt of all pondered,and conſidered by them whom it moſt concerns. 

For if it were evil in any, (even in him that had the name of a Propheet,) 
to turn men from the Law, or from the Word of Moſes who was but the 
Servant of God, with an intent that they ſhould rely upon another word, 
different from it even upon his Word, (or upon ſuch a Sign or Wonder as 
was wrought by him) who did deſire fo to turn them trom Moſes, and 
if this was ſuch an Evil, as was by Gods own Command----to be puniſhed 
abſolutely with Death----Then how much greater evil muſt ir be in the fight 
of God, to go about to turn men from the expreſs Word, and Law of 
the Lord Chriſt, who was the only begotten Son of God, with an in- 
rent that they ſhould rely upon another Word, different from it, and to 
do this not only wilfully, but avowedly, and profeſledly, by preaching 
to men openly; thar it is not their duty to rely upon the Word of Chriſt, 
(as it is immediately and expreſly ler down by the Holy Spirit,) bur up- 
on the Church only, and what the Church ſhall declare to them concern- 
ing the ſaid Word, and when toeftect this allo the better, men ſhall throw 
ſo great Contempt and Scandal upon the ſaid Word, as to affirm it to be 
ſo dark and confuſed, that no certain or infallible Sence either is in ir, 
or can poſſibly be had from it. 

And if this fin were the greater under the Law, becauſe of thoſe 
Miracles which God had wrought by Moſes, to teſtifie him to be the Ser- 
vant of himſelf, Then it muſt be an aggravation of the ſaid fin under the 
Goſpel : Becauſe God hath not only by Miracles, but even by Moſes him- 
ſelf, and by many other means and ways in his Providence, born a far 

reater Teſtimony to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt (than ever he did bear unto 
Moſes,) and hath abundantly manifeſted, "That he was the Only begotten Son 
of himſelf. | 

And it any man under the Law, that did attempt co turn men from 
the word of the ſaid Law, was to be accounted as a falle Propher, much 
more then ought he ta be lo accounted, that doth both with all;laduſtry 
and ſet Deſign indeavour to do this under the Goſpel, 


FILLS: 


. I 3 CN A” So. 


Meg 
F 
we of 


os 
on Net wo, 35 

© 'L L 4 
Fa me 


" 


. 


